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ECRETARY  S 


VEPORT. 


In  conformity  with  the  by-laws  of  the  Association,  the  Secretary 
has  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report,  prepared  under  direc- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Government,  and  presenting  a  review  for  the 
past  year  of  the  transactions  of  the  Silk  Association  of  America. 

The  year  which  includes  an  election  of  a  President  of  the  United 
States  is  usually  looked  forward  to  by  business  men  with  some  ap- 
prehension. There  is  felt  beforehand  a  fear  that  the  public  credit 
may  be  shaken  or  the  relations  of  commerce  disturbed  in  a  season 
of  political  excitement.  Even  the  most  hopeful  merchants  expect  a 
dull  trade  in  the  Fall  and  the  risk  of  an  unsettling  of  values  by 
debates  or  legislation  in  Congress  during  the  Winter.  Happily, 
during  the  year  that  is  past,  the  nation  has  escaped  these  perils. 
There  have  been  few  disturbances  of  moment  in  trade,  commerce, 
finance  or  legislation.  Hence  the  manufacturing  interest  of  the 
country  has  for  the  greater  part  enjoyed  fair  prosperity.  In  most 
of  its  branches  the  silk  industry  has  obtained  a  moderate  share  of 
this  good  fortune.  For  it  we  may  exchange  brief  congratulations, 
but  we  should  not  hope  for  its  permanent  continuance.  We  have 
,  seen  recently,  as  was  the  case  for  a  few  weeks  in  the  hosiery  man- 
ufacture, that  an  entire  industry  may  be  shaken  to  its  centre  and 
have  all  its  interests  placed  in  jeopardy  by  a  decision  of  a  court  and 
a  ruling  of  the  Treasury  Department.  In  due  time  also  we  must 
expect  the  annual  attempt  at  disturbing  the  tariff,  and  the  train  of 
alarms  that  follow,  even  though  no  worse  harm  ensues. 

The  amount  of  manufactured  silk  goods  imported  in  the  calendar 
year  1880  was  29  per  cent  in  advance  of  the  previous  year,  and 
nearly  equaled  the  figures  of  1871  and  1872 — the  palmy  days  of 
dry-goods  importation.  As  these  goods  are  luxuries,  their  amount 
is  a  fair  indication  of  improvement  in  the  incomes  of  consumers 
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throughout  the  country.  The  increase  of  these  imports  was  probably 
twice  as  great  as  the  increased  production  of  American  silk  man- 
ufactures in  the  same  period.  This  shows  very  clearly  that  we  are 
not  in  any  danger  of  over-production,  since  indeed  we  are  not  yet  oc- 
cupying the  field.  The  imports  of  goods  have,  however,  fallen  off 
considerably  during  the  first  three  months  of  the  present  year,  so  that 
the  statistics  of  the  next  fiscal  year,  June  30th  1881,  will  probably 
show  no  advance  over  its  predecessor.  The  falling  off  is  believed 
to  be  temporary,  and  chiefly  caused  by  an  overstocked  market  in 
foreign  goods.  Allowance  should  also  be  made  for  the  limited  trust 
that  can  be  placed  in  the  figures  of  importation.  It  is  obvious  that 
greater  success  than  usual  in  passing  undervalued  invoices  would 
apparently  though  not  really  reduce  the  volume  of  imports  as  esti- 
mated by  their  declared  values.  Tables  are  appended  to  this  report 
showing  the  receipts  of  manufactured  goods  at  the  port  of  New  York, 
by  detail  of  articles  for  several  calendar  and  fiscal  years  and  by  de- 
tails of  months  and  articles  for  twelve  months. 

The  silk  manufacturing  interest  has  been  favored  by  the  absence 
of  very  great  fluctuations  in  the  price  of  the  raw  material,  such  as 
have  occured  in  other,  memorable  years.  In  European  silk  there 
was  little  change  of  values  during  the  year,  but  the  prices  of  Japan 
silks  varied  considerably — from  15  to  20  per  cent — touching  the 
lowest  points  in  November  and  December.  Japanese  silk  has  im- 
proved from  year  to  year,  and  seems  likely  to  interfere  with  the 
consumption  of  the  ordinary  grade  of  European.  There  is  no  im- 
provement to  be  noted  in  China  silks;  the  re-reels  are  adulterated 
as  much  as  ever;  that  is  to  say,  as  much  as  they  can  be. 

The  following  tables  will  show  the  change  which  is  going  on  as  to 
the  kinds  of  raw  silk  imported;  the  falling  off  in  silk  from  Europe 
and  the  increase  from  Japan  and  Shanghai.  It  should  be  noted, 
however,  that  silk  from  Europe,  as  given  in  the  table,  includes 
Asiatic  silk  shipped  via  Europe  or  from  European  ports.  Hence 
although  the  figures  of  the  table  indicate  a  decrease  of  silk  from 
Europe,  there  has  been  in  fact  an  increased  importation  of  European 
silk.  The  variations  in  the  size  of  European  bales  would  give  un- 
certainty to  calculations  based  solely  on  numbers  of  bales,  and 
therefore  the  values  are  also  presented. 
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IMPORTS  OF  RAW  SILK  AT  NEW  YORK  AND 
SAN  FRANCISCO, 

FOR  YEARS  ENDING   APRIL  30TH. 


IMPORTED 
FROM, 

1878.   )     \  1879. 
Apl.  30  r    /  Apl.  3C 

1879.  )     \  1880. 
Apl.  30  )  '   1  Apl.  3c 

1880.  )    3  1881. 
Apl.  30  i|"  ^ '(  Apl.  30 

Bales. 

Value. 

Bales. 

Value. 

Bales. 

Value. 

Europe,  

lapan,  

Hong  Kong, 
Shanghai,  . . . 

2,203 
3,18. 
3,87^ 
5,861 

11,469,039 
1,927,127 
1,474,91c 
2,655,797 

2,871 
5,006 
4,728 
8,573 

$1,843,783 
3^399,038 
1,821,999 
4,246,110 

1,596 
5.353 
4,422 

9,337 

$1,654,565 
3,562,435 
1,610,719 

4,471,176 

Ti:)'!  AL,  .  . . 

15,122 

7,526,873 

21,178 

11,310,93c 

20,708 

11,298,895 

PERCENTAGE  OF  IMPORTS  FROM  RESPECTIVE 
SOURCES. 


IMPORTED 

1878- 

-1879. 

1879-1880. 

188c- 

-1881. 

FROM 

Per  Cent. 

Per  Cent. 

Per  Cent. 

Per  Cent. 

Per  Cent. 

Per  Cent. 

of  Bales. 

of  Value. 

of  Bales. 

of  Value. 

of  Bales. 

of  Value. 

Europe,  

14 

19 

14 

17 

8 

15 

Japan,  

21 

26 

24 

30 

26 

31 

Hong  Kong, 

26 

19 

22 

16 

2  I 

14 

Shanghai,  .  . . 

39 

36 

40 

37 

45 

40 

'J'OTAL,  .  . . 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

The  sharp  competition  in  prices  which  has  long  characterized  the 
sewings  and  twist  trade,  continued  all  last  year  and  has  shown  few 
signs  of  abatement.  One  of  the  consequences  is  that  scarcely  any 
new  concerns  are  started  in  that  line  of  business;  stepping  in  is  less 
frequent  than  stepping  out.  The  present  prices  are  about  ten  per 
cent,  below  those  of  last  May.  Manufacturing  has  been  continuous, 
however,  throughout  the  year,  and  the  production  has  gradually  and 
steadily  increased — in  a  few  instances  as  much  as  25  per  cent.  'Phis 
improvement  was  greatest  during  the  first  quarter  of  1881,  as 
compared  with  the  same  season  last  year.  There  has  been  also  in 
some  of  the  mills  a  considerable  increase  of  machinery  and  facilities 
for  production.  It  is  conceded  that  the  margin  of  profit  has  been 
narrow. 
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The  ribbon  trade  was  behind  other  branches  of  the  business  in 
gaining  a  share  of  prosperity,  and  has  had  only  a  brief  season  of 
encouragement.  Plain  gros  grain  ribbons  have  been  little  in  demand 
during  the  year,  but  up  to  the  middle  of  October  there  was  a  fair 
demand  for  combined  satin  and  gros  grain.  At  that  point  the  de- 
mand fell  off,  and  was  afterward  confined  to  staple  gros  grain,  of 
which  a  limited  supply  is  always  required.  The  season  for  making 
Spring  styles  of  ribbons  was  unusually  delayed  by  reason  of  severe 
weather  and  doubts  as  to  the  kind  most  likely  to  be  wanted.  A  call 
for  Surah  ribbons  began  in  February  and  March,  to  the  exclusion  of 
gros  grain,  and  has  not  yet  entirely  ceased.  About  the  middle  of 
March  came  a  demand  for  ombre  ribbons,  and  after  April  ist,  it 
seemed  almost  unlimited.  The  first  experiments  in  making  shaded 
ribbons  would  not  now  be  accounted  as  successful  in  quality  of  work, 
but  an  eager  demand  in  the  absence  of  foreign  goods  swept  them 
off  as  fast  as  produced.  To  make  these  ribbons  properly,  great  care 
has  to  be  exercised,  and  the  work  can  be  only  conducted  on  a  strict 
system.  Of  all  the  manufacturers  who  tried  it,  comparatively  few 
made  a  perfect  success.  The  skill  required,  and  the  care  as  to  de- 
tails, are  evident  when  it  is  considered  that  from  20  to  40  or  even  as 
many  as  60  shades  are  required  in  a  single  piece,  while  each  of  these 
shades,  though  differing  by  scarcely  a  perceptible  degree  from  ad- 
joining ones,  must  be  in  its  exact  place,  or  the  whole  work  is  spoiled. 
The  expense  of  making  these  goods  is  very  great;  only  the  demand 
has  justified  it,  and  there  has  been  the  constant  fear  that  they  may 
suddenly  go  out  of  fashion,  leaving  the  manufacturer  with  a  stock 
that  is  at  once  costly  and  of  little  value.  Owing  to  this  fear,  and 
the  expense  attending  the  making  of  shaded  goods,  the  ribbon  mills 
have  not  been  in  general  running  more  than  two-thirds  of  their 
capacity,  being  therefore  not  likely  to  overstock  the  market  while 
such  ribbons  remain  in  fashion. 

In  dress  goods  the  demand  has  been  largely  in  favor  of  Surahs 
and  other  soft  silks,  to  the  neglect  of  gros  grain  manufactures  in 
general.  The  special  requirements  as  to  .styles  and  colors  in  these 
soft  silks  could  be  met  more  quickly  by  our  manufacturers  than  by 
importers,  and  this  branch  of  the  industry  has  been  exceptionally 
prosperous.    The  best  goods  have  been  most  in  demand,  and  the 
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production  of  soft  silks,  estimated  in  dollars,  has  probably  increased 
15  or  20  per  cent.  The  demand  for  broad  ombre  silks  did  not  fairly 
make  its  appearance  until  late  in  the  season.  'IMiere  has  been  very 
little  variation  in  prices  of  dress  goods  during  the  year,  and  certainly 
no  advance  in  gros  grain  fabrics. 

Twelve  or  fifteen  years  ago  the  manufacture  of  trimmings  in  this, 
country  was  comparatively  insignificant.  Dealers  would  not  show 
the  American  goods  as  such,  but  claimed  that  what  they  had  for 
sale  was  imported.  Now,  this  manufacture  has  risen  to  as  much  im- 
portance as  any  branch  of  our  industry.  Dealers  either  take  the 
products  to  sell  in  quantities  as  American  goods,  or  they  place  them- 
selves in  close  relation  with  the  manufacturers  so  as  to  have  special 
orders  filled.  The  call,  the  demand,  is  now  for  American-made 
fringes.  There  is  great  variety  in  this  class  of  goods  and  they  range 
from  $2.50  per  dozen  yards  to  ^60.  and  upward.  The  difference  in 
cost  between  European  and  American  labor  still  justifies  the  im- 
portation of  low-priced  and  medium  passementerie,  ornaments  &c. 
We  are,  however,  beginning  to  make  goods  of  this  description,  being 
being  most  successful  with  those  of  higher  value  and  of  colors  to 
match  material.  The  trimming  manufacture  is  chiefly  prosecuted 
in  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  employing  large  numbers  of  op- 
eratives, mostly  girls,  many  of  whom  perform  work  at  their  homes 
as  well  as  at  the  factories.  The  growth  of  some  portions  of  this 
branch  of  the  industry,  as,  for  instance  the  making  of  uphoLstery 
trimmings,  has  been  recently  very  rapid,  many  new  firms  entering 
upon  the  business,  and  successfully  rivalling  foreign  manufacturers. 

In  general,  confidence  has  been  felt  in  the  values  of  silk  goods, 
and  this  has  kept  the  market  in  an  equable  condition.  There  was 
at  no  time  any  sudden  revulsion,  nor  have  the  products  of  our 
factories  been  largely  sacrificed  at  public  sale.  The  past  year  was, 
for  the  most  part,  one  of  fair  business  and  .steady  prices,  with 
advances  only  on  novelties  and  exceptional  goods. 

The  Association  has  held  its  membership  during  the  year  with 
fewer  changes  than  usual.  'J'he  proceeds  of  the  publication,  by  the 
Secretary,  of  the  second  edition  of  "The  Silk  Goods  of  America," 
have  proved  sufficient  to  meet  all  current  deficiencies  in  the  finances, 
so  that  no  special  subscription  was  reciuired  from  members,  and  the 
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new  year  is  begun  free  from  debt.  A  spirit  of  harmony  and  a  willing- 
ness to  work  for  common  interests  have  been  from  time  to  time  de- 
veloped in  the  Association,  and  have  clearly  shown  that  it  is  serving 
its  chief  purpose. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Silk  Association  of  America,  held 
May  nth,  1881,  at  No.  44  Howard  Street,  N.  Y.,  the  foregoing  report 
was  read,  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

WM.  C.  WYCKOFF, 

Secretary. 


Statistics. 


A  brief  explanation  of  the  following  statistics  may  contribute  to 
their  usefulness.  There  are  complete  tables  of  the  imports  of  raw 
silk,  waste  silk  and  cocoons  at  the  ports  of  New  York  and  San 
Francisco:  the  quantity  that  arrives  elsewhere  in  the  United  States 
is  inconsiderable.  The  number  of  bales  as  stated  in  the  tables  is 
accurate;  their  valuation,  as  furnished  by  Custom  House  returns,  is 
probably  only  approximate.  The  tables  of  imports  of  raw  silk  are 
brought  down  to  a  later  date  than  the  Secretary's  report,  and  indicate 
the  proportion  of  the  supply  derived  from  different  sources. 

The  tables  of  imports  of  silk  manufactures  at  the  port  of  New 
York  show  that  in  certain  lines  they  are  falling  off.  With  the  revival 
of  general  prosperity  among  consumers,  we  find  however,  an  increase 
in  the  importation  of  all  articles  of  luxury,  as  was  naturally  to  be 
expected.  In  drawing  deductions  from  the  figures  of  these  tables, 
two  things  should  be  considered;  first  the  values  assigned  are  those 
of  the  invoices,  and  are  made  as  low  by  the  importer  as  the  Custom. 
House  authorities  will  permit;  it  is  believed,  in  fact,  that  the  goods 
are  largely  undervalued.  The  official  reports  of  investigating  com- 
missions appointed  by  the  U.  S.  Government  have  estimated  the 
undervaluation  as  on  the  average  at  not  less  than  25  per  cent. 
Second,  the  duty  paid  on  these  goods,  and  the  importers'  profits, 
should  be  added  to  the  invoices,  in  any  calculation  of  the  value  of 
these  imports  in  the  United  States  markets.  Of  all  the  silk  goods 
brought  into  this  country,  94  to  95  per  cent  come  to  the  port  of 
New  York. 
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The  tables  of  imports  of  both  raw  silk  and  manufactures  give  them 
by  fiscal  as  well  as  by  calendar  years. 

A  table  is  furnished  estimating  the  value  of  silk  goods  manufac- 
tured in  the  United  States  in  1880.  These  figures  cannot  be  directly 
compared  with  those  of  imported  goods,  for  reasons  already  stated. 
It  may  be  assumed,  however,  that  our  manufactories  contributed 
more  than  a  third  in  value  of  the  silk  goods  used  in  the  country. 

The  table  of  United  States  imports  entered  for  home  consumption 
shows  distinctly  the  sources  of  the  public  revenue  from  Customs 
duties.  It  will  be  noticed  that  silk  goods  stand  fourth  in  the  list  of 
articles  contributing  to  that  revenue,  and  that  the  greater  part  of  it 
is  drawn  from  few  sources. 


THE  SII.K  ASSOCIATION  OK  AMERICA. 

Silk  Manufacture 

IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

PRODUCTION  OF  FINISHED  GOODS, 

In  tJtc  (^nlend(n'  Year  end'oaj  iJeceinher  ^ilst,  JS<SO. 


 mt  »»«  

Machine  Twist,   $6,007,735 

Sewing  Silk,   776,120 

Floss  Silk,   225,025 

Dress  Goods,    4,115,205 

Satins,   1,101,875 

Tie  Silks  and  Scarfs,   606,675 

Millinery  Silks,   891,955 

Broad  Goods  not  above  enumerated,   627,595 

Handkerchiefs,    3,881,590 

Ribbons,   6,023,100 

Laces,    437,000 

Braids  and  Bindings,   999*685 

Fringes  and  Dress  Trimmings,   4,950,275 

Cords,  Tassels,  Passementerie,  and  Millinery  Trimmings,  1,866,575 

Upholstery  and  Military  Trimmings,   i»392,355 

Coach  Laces  and  Carriage  Trimmings,   37,5 10 

Undertakers',  Hatters'  and  Fur  Trimmings,   59,^^5 

Mixed  Goods  and  Silk  values  therein,   510,763 

Total,    34,510,843 


RECAPITULATION. 


Sewings,  Twist  and  Floss  Silk,   $  7,008,880 

Broad  Goods,   7, 343, 3^5 

Handkerchiefs,  Ribbons  and  Laces,   10,341,690 

Trimmings  and  Small  Goods,   9,306,205 

Mixed  Goods  and  Silk  values  therein,  . .  .  510,763 

Total,    34,510,843 


Compiled  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Silk  Association  of  America. 


THE  SILK  ASSOCIATION  OF  AMERICA. 


O 

U 

u 
< 

Q 

< 

o 

> 
S 

<: 
:^ 

o 

H 
P< 
O 
Ph 

:^ 


b/)  ^  2 
^  <1    C/3  O 


O 

o 

00 

NO 

lO 

CON 
t4 

C4 

NO 

C3N 

LO 

1— 1 

to 

CM 

O 
00^ 

to 

CM 

00 

O 

OS 

to 

CM 
Tf- 

CM 

00 

> 

ro 

On 

NO 

no" 
c:^ 

o" 
o 

(DN 

to 

to 

00 

NO 

cm" 

LO 

CM 

(Ov 
LO 
LO 

cm" 
to 

LO 

VO 

C3N 

o 

NO 

rO 
lO 

M 

o 

CM 
NO 

NO 
1— 1 

00 
NO 
OJ 

o 

LO 

LO 

LO 
LO 

NO 
CM 

NO 
LO 

1— 1 
NO 

o" 

C3N 
00^ 

NO 

Ov 

On 

t^ 

o 

LO 

(On 

NO 
NO 

to 

NO^ 

CO 

LO 

On 

ON 
CM 

vo 

00 

> 

oo" 

M 

c5^ 

co" 

to 

to 

O 

LO 

LO 

00 

M 

LO 
NO 

00 

M 

O 

o 

no" 

C) 

no 

LO 

pq 

lO 

<N 
I  ^ 
M 

CO 
NO 

o 
o 

ON 

NO 
NO 
CJN 

LO 

C3N 

to 

CM 

to 

to 

LO 

00 
c^ 

00 

to 

ON 
CJ 

a; 

o 

00^ 

NO 
NO 

rj- 

M 

COS 

o 

NO^ 

ON 
ON 
LO 

C3N 
CO 

to 

NO 
LO 

o 
o 

M 

O 

ON 

(On 
Tl- 
CO^ 

LO 
LO 
C4 

CO 

> 

vo" 
VO 

co" 

M 

C!0 

rT 

M 
CM 

c:f> 

ON 

o" 

oo 

to 

to 

o" 

LO 
LO 

to 

cJn 

ON 

n" 

On 

LO 

o" 

LO 
NO 
LO 

in 
PQ 

ON 

00 

to 

c:^ 
ro 

to 

00 
00 

ON 

NO 

00 

CM 

M 
ON 

NO 

LO 

O 

ON 

On 

LO 
ON 

to 

NO 

to 

M 

On 
O 

o" 

CU 

00 

ON 

ON 

CN| 

CO 

CO 

to 
co^ 

LO 

00 

!>. 

o 

CM 

LO 

00 

NO^ 

00 

t^ 

CM 

M 
(^ 
NO^ 

00 

oo 

> 

ON 

NO 

lO 
1— 1 
lO 

o 

oo" 

to 

oo" 

LO 
CM 

1-^ 

OO 

CM 

to 

NO 
NO 

to 

On 
00 

co" 

On 

C^ 

(On 

to 

00 

(Oi 

LO 

CO 

no" 

PP 

O 

00 

CDN 
lO 
CDN 

CZN 
On 
On 

co 

CO 
NO 
ON 

LO 
LO 

NO 

NO 
CM 

to 
to 

to 

to 

<3N 

ON 
NO 

CJ 

to 

00 

00^ 

ON 
NO^ 

On 

to 
00^ 

to 

M 

NO^ 

CI 

to 

CO 

to 

to 

ON 
CM 

to 

00 

o 
to 

to 
to 

ON 
00 

> 

O 

m' 

O 

M 

no" 

o 

LO 

NO 

to 

c^ 

(On 

o" 

NO 

M 

ON 

to 

H-l 

lO 

C) 

r~» 

On 
00 
On 

CM 

On 
(On 

in 
<u 

15 
PQ 

CO 

to 

CO 

LO 

CO 
ro 

to 

o 
c:^ 

c^ 
On 

ON 

00 

CM 

LO 

LO 
LO 
M 

ON 

to 

CM 

CO 

NO^ 

NO 

to 

<0\ 

CM 

to 

oo" 

CU 

o 

ON 

CM 

NO^ 

^ 
O 

to 

O 
M 

c:7n 

M 
00^ 

to 
o 

CO 

o 

NO 

to 

ON 

CM 
!>. 

d 

00 

15 

M 

M 

rO 
ro 

CO 

to 

NO 

m" 

o" 

NO 

to 

cm" 

LO 

to 

o" 

00 

CM 

cm" 
to 

H 
M 

to 

oo" 

^ 

00 

HH 

(A 
JJ 

15 
PQ 

00 
ON 

ON 

CO 

lO 

On 

LO 

On 

On 

NO 

(On 

to 

C) 
CM 

to 

CM 

LO 
LO 

<On 

ON 

00 

cm" 

m" 

o" 

THE  SILK  ASSOCIATION  OF  AMERICA. 


19 


VO 

0 

0 

0 

Os 

OS 

OS 

ON 

OS 

VO 

to 

to 

to 

00^ 

00 

vO^ 

to 

cf; 

00" 

00" 

rC 

00 

to 

CM 

to 

0 

VO 

to 

to 

to 

fO 

00 
VO 


Bales. 

00 
VO 

0 
Si 

to 

to 
to 
OS 

VO 

so 
to 

Q 

to 
to 

M 

SO 

rq 

00 

VO 

900 

VO 

vo^ 

I  1,660 

M 

0^ 

to 

ON 

VO 

M 

VO 

ro 
vo^ 

00 
to 

VO 

0 

to 

T^ 

rt- 

00^ 

VO 
VO 

CM 

CA 
0 

vO^ 

On 

OS 

to 

CM 

VO 
0 

00 

7 

VO 

> 

to 

to 

00 

M 

VO^ 

00 

0^ 

0 

vo" 
SO 

co" 

On 
1^ 

m" 

CM 

On 

ON 

d 
00 

to 
to 
vo" 

00 

a 

m 

to 

OS 

CO 

CM 

ro 

to 
"cs 

00 
^" 

M 

OS 
ro 
ro 

00 
00 
On 

so 
00 

0 

0" 

M 

CO 
00 

M 

1 

OS 

00 

On 

0^ 

VO 
to 

0 
0 

0 
On 
^ 

OS 
00^ 

CM 
00 

On 

ro 

OS 

0\ 
ro 

ro 
Tl- 
VO^ 

ro 

CO 

ro 
00 
^ 

> 

CM 

to 
to 

On 
On 

cm" 

ON 

--^^ 

rC 

OS 
^ 

SO^ 

to 
to 

0 

00" 
ro 

cm" 

0 

0 
to 

00 

rn 

rH 

CM 

CM 

OS 
vO 

to 
0 
Cs 

OS 

to 
OS 
ro 

VO 
ro 

!r 

0^ 

On 
to 
On 

OS 
OS 
On 

ro 
0^ 

00 
so 
On 

0 

Cn 

OS 
00 

1 

00 

<V 

to 

00 

0 

CM 

to 

00 
vO^ 

00 

rj 

'4- 

CM 

VO* 

to 

CO 

co^ 

OS 
SO^ 

Cn 
ro 

00^ 

to 

00 
so 

> 

oo*^ 
to 

00 

VO 

ro 

co" 

OS 

cm" 

ro 
0 

- 

r^ 

vo" 
0 

to 

so 

Cn 

0" 

00 
0 

OO'' 

00 

(A 
W 

to 
to 

CM 

vO 

VO 

ro 
ro 

ro 
ro 
OS 

ON 
ON 

vO 

ro 
to 

ro 
On 

CO 
to 

ro 
ro 

00 
0 
OS 

CM 

OS 
On 

- 

to 

vO^ 

CM 

00 
ro 

ro 
On 

CM 

ro 

00 

M 

0 
ro 

u 

Cn 

CM 

to 

to 
ro 
SO^ 

0 
^ 

to 
ro 

0 

CM 

e\ 

ro 
ON 

d 
00 
00 

T 

> 

OS 

d 

VO 

On 

ro 

to 

C> 
00 
Cs 

so" 
0 

M 

ro 
Ov 
ro 

cm" 
ro 
to 

to 

ro 

VO^ 

C> 

OS 

00 

w 

Nt- 

Ov 
00 

CM 

CM 

to 
to 

ON 

ro 

CM 

CO 

VO 

OJ 

On 
r~- 

ro 

OS 

00 

to 

On 

cm" 

ro 

cm" 

m" 

M 

CM 

oi 

CM 

00 

0 

^ 

SO 
ro 

On 

0 
0 

«o 

0 

CM 

CM 
M 

to 

SO 

M 

On 

to 
so^ 

VO 

M 

00 
00 

M 

A 

3 

> 

cT 

d 

VO 
ro 

cm'' 
to 

fO 

00 

CM 

CM*" 

ro 

!>. 

ro 

ro 
0^ 

t-^ 
ro 

00 

00" 

ro 

ON 

so" 
0 

co" 

to 

00 
00 
0" 

00 
00 

to 
OS 

ON 

VO 

OS 
ro 

CM 
CM 

Tj- 

ro 

CM 

to 
to 

00 

On 

SO 

0 
00 
0 

so 

to 

ro 

CO 
ON 

M 

CM 

CM 

M 

0 
CM 

in 
3 
U) 
3 
< 


a. 


^  JH  3 


20 


THE  SILK  ASSOCIATION  OF  AMERICA. 


CO 

M 

Os 

ro 

LO 

so 

On 

CO 

CO 

O 

LO 

OS 

Os 

ro 

ro 

o 

LO 

lO 

l-^ 

Os 

OS 

t-^ 

(N 

C?\ 

ro 

ro 

Os 

Os 

CO 

LO 

LO 

OS 

ro 

Os 

o 

LO 

LO 

ro 

ON 

LO 

LO 

ro 

ro 

04 

ro 

of 

> 

€^ 

cn 



(—1 
S 

SO 

LO 

LO 

ON 

Os 

o 

04 

O 

o 

ro 

Os 

so 

Os 

CO 

LO 

00 

(t  , 

03 

•■■ 
On 

LO 

NT 

ON 

so 

ro 

ro 

T 

so 

«J 

HI 

bb 

ro 

CO 

l-H 

OS 

04 

ON 

Os 

On 

ro 

O 

LO 

O 

LO 

Os 

LO 

LO 

o 

oi 

rf 

rT 

LO 

Os 

ro 

so" 

rf 

ro 

Os 

ro 

M 

00 

SO 

o 

ro 

Os 

LO 

04 

On 

so 

c3 

04 

LO 

> 

'"' 

G 

O 



o 

O 

LO 

o 

O 

CO 

o 

oT 

LO 

LO 

a 

fO 

ro 

ro 

M 

ro 

ro 

M 

SO 

04 

ro 

o 

u 

03 

pq 

O 

O 

CO 

OO 

o 

ON 

SO 



ro 

ON 

x^ 

OO 

M 

M 

so 

SO 

00 

OO^ 

00^ 

OS 

04 

00^ 

Os 

LO 

ro 

co" 

cT 

oo" 

so'' 

M 

ro 

o" 

o 

00 

CO 

M 

O 

rt- 

ro 

LO 

ro 

M 

p , 

> 

ro 

1 — > 

r-> 
C 

O 

<o 

so 

o 

Os 

HH 

CO 

O 

(A 

Q 

O 

l-H 

l-H 

SO 

so 

SO 

LO 

ro 

04 

M 

04 

03 

LO 

CO 

ro 

LO 

so 

(X 

04 

so 

CO 

SO 

LO 

ro 

LO 

04 

ro 

sO^ 

LO 

SO^ 

LO 

Os 

00 

oj 

a; 

o"- 

ro 

LO 

ro 

tF 

LO 

1^ 

oo'" 

lO 

OS 

O 

Os 

OO 

O 

CO 

04 

ON 

OS 

04 

o 

03 

•J J 

r^ 

SO 

ur 

> 

W 

a 

LO 

CO 

CO 

ON 

o 

OS 

ON 

ro 



o 

CO 

LO 

Os 

LO 

O 

00 

o 

i-t 

1— ( 

pq 

b^) 

< 


a 

Oh 

CO 


03 

o3  :3 
I— >  ^ 


O,  03 


Pi 

o 

<; 

00  ^ 

CO  ^ 

w 

00  " 

CO  - 

M 

THE  SILK  ASSOCIATION  OF  AMERICA. 


I  O  O  O  oo 
QO  M  r->  -t- 

loo  (N  ►H  CO  V 


oo  CO  .c<^      M  o 


CO  i-H  u-5  c\ 
(N  (N  -t  O  O 
O  oo  M  o 


O  O  CO  ^ 

o^o  O  T  -1-  55 
t-T  (-T  ci  m'  hT 


S  <  S  ^  ^ 


»  O  O  O  O  O  cn 
U-)  o       O  u->  CO 

cn  cn  c<S     t-T  vc* 


Oco  o 


I  C>  cooo  O  -1-  C>  , 

CO  M  O  V 

]  U-)  M         CO  1- 

:  o"  co'  hT  -f  ."^ 
:0  U-)  -t  O 

!      cn  ^ 


 ^ 

-j-co  CO  cn  -1-  i. 


M   M   M  M 


3        b  O  U 


O  1) 


o 

CJ 

u 

:^ 
<: 

S 
< 

o 

^ 

o 
o 

pin 
W 

H 

H 
<1 

o 
o 
u 
o 
u 

Q 
I— ( 

C/5 
W 

H 

o 

cn 
H 

O 


-tO-tcnONONco 

NONcoMOOcoO 


cn  -}-  M  'TO  CO  u-i 
w  Nco  -i-i^c<^r-.om 


CO  CO      CO  oco  -t 
-J-  i-H  cn  coo  CO 


O  O  -1-  o  CO  -t  ID 
»D  o  coco  CO  Oco 
1-1  CO  >-• 


^  w  w  w 


oo 

O 


O  -tco  o 


x  O 


IIS.-..,. 


o 

00 
00 

M 

1 

6 
> 

O       coo  l-l  co-f-to  Oi-i 
-f      coco  -f          O  l-l  coco  o 
M  CO  vr>  CA  'I-  in  OO  04  O  O 

d"  cf>  ci  o"  oo"  CO  ci  o'  o'  O*  co' 
u-)Oi-(Or-^r-^i-ii-"  i-ic^ 

M   'I-  CO 

o 
o 

lO 

o' 

o 

ON 

C<-|-i-i-1-»DCOI^OOOC^I^ 

o 

O  -t  CO  lo  CO          vn  p-i  con 

tn 

OO 

u 

M     -1-  U->   O     CO  IH 

O 

CO 

•  o  toco 

O  -t  CO       (N  Oco 

ID 

CO 

•    O  LO  O 

l-l  o  o      o  -r  ID 

o 

V 

.   ID  l-t  CO 

t^co  ~t  O 

ID 

CO 

3 

!  cfo'oo' 

-Fco'  d  rfoo'co"  d" 

o 

M 

M      CO  CO 

-t 

00 

ID 

CO 

>• 

1 

o 

•  CO  O 

c)  Oco  M  O 

CO 

CO 

•         M  l-l 

-+  w       p-i  CI  -TO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

COO  a 

22 


THE  SILK  ASSOCIATION  OF  AMERICA. 


^  i3  c/T  c 


m 

W 

o 

< 

CO 
00 

h- ( 

H 

t— j 

O 

ro 

W 

w 

< 

w 

w 

H 

H 

PO 

C 

1 

^' 

»— 1 

o 

o 

rH 
&. 

^2 

>^ 

<i 

O 

U 

Ph 

i  2  §  ^'  I 


ooo  r^ci  r^o        oco  r^iotno 


u-»  N    "rf  C4 


O         O    M    CO  W  O 

d 


"S  'g  :^ 

X  X  o 


-   CO  CO 

u-i  CO 

r-.  CO 

vO  1-^ 

O 

-t  CO 

in  vn 

O 

-+ 

O  1^ 

q 

ON  O 

q 

o  o 

o  o 

o 

"1" 

-t- 

00  CO 

o 

c> 

O  CO 

lO 

d  4 

oo' 

CO  cf> 

CO 

rA  vd 

CO  CO 

vd 

4  CO* 

CO 

in 

CO  •+ 

CO 

CO 

M  CO 

M  O 

in  'I-  CO 

in  CO  O 

M 

O 

■  CO  o 

CO 

O  CO 

oo 

-j-  CO  o 

q. 

-t 

O  M 

in 

q_ 

M  t-H 

'  co"  6 

CO 

d' 

t 

in  o' 

in 

CO  CO 

in 

O  CO 

O 

h-l 

O  M 

in 

CO  o" 

-1- 

CO  o 

CO 

CO 

o  o 

o 

o  -t 

't  CO 

in 

CO  M 

CO  M 

O 

O 

CO 

OOco   or^in'-t--l--^coco<N   m   m   o<  m 


CO  in 

O  O  CO 
O    CO  O 


-1-  CO 
M    C>  in 


O  CO  O    O   CO  CO  CO 

CO  -t-  o  o  M 

O         -)-        r--  04  in 


O  in  CO  in 
O  CO  M 

-t  O      M  -t 


o  vo  CO 


C4  inr>.inOino  N 


O  in 

in  CO 
M  in 

M  CXD 
CO   CO   i-T    CO  CO 


O  CO  in 
in  o)  1^ 

CO  o 


O 

O  in 
U  a; 

-T3  ^. 


S  o 
c/2  U 


o 


c 

g      S  j5 

5  .G  c  ^ 

^  ^  S 

t/1    cj  03 


t/5 


S  -5 


^5  s 


i2 


HI  13 

(U  c 

v.  C 

<;  03 


■si  6  si 

^     ^   ^     rt^  OnC 


c 

OS  wi 

s  « 

I  ^ 


THE  SILK  ASSOCIATION  OF  AMERICA. 


cn 

cn 

CO 
CO 

o 

CO 

o 

CO 

o 
c< 

O  O 
CI  c< 

CO 

o 

lO  U-) 

M 

6o- 

6o- 

O  O  CO 

o  o  o 

CO 

o 

O 

O 

«o 

o 

1. 21 

lOO.OO 

O 

O 

CO 

lO 

O 

1-  CO 

O 

lO 

O  O 

vo 

r-^ 

CO  O 

PJ 

O 

O 

o 

CO 

o 
-1- 

-1- 

CO 

-t- 

o 

O 

t 

-1- 

vo 
CO 

C4  O 
IT) 

O 
CO 

C> 

CO 

CN  O 
CO 

CO 

O 

p) 

c< 

o 
c< 

to  c> 
CO  c< 

-1- 
vn 

CO 

PI 
vo 

CO 

CO 

•J 
'D 

a 

> 
c3 

X 

S 

a;  •  — 

c-1  S 

-a 

c3 

t£ 
'o 

1) 

a< 

-SI 

H 

> 
-a 

i) 
S 

C3 

-a 

a 

qj 

s 

a; 

X 

rt 

X 
*£ 

6 

O 

1^ 

CO 

CO 
1-1  IT) 

O 

O  vo 

O 

o 
o 

CO  w 

CO  CO 

O 
CO 

CO 

CO 

q 

CO 

O  CO 

0^  CO 

O 

CO 

P4 

-t 

o 

CO  CO 

CO  CO 

o  o  o 

(> 
u-> 

rJ 

QO 

Tt; 

pi 

CO 

-1- 

o  o  o 

C>  CO  O 
CO    IT)  o 

4  4 

C> 
CO 
c< 

CO  CO  CO 
VO  PI  O 
1-  O  O 

CO 

e^* 

CO 

vo 
to 

vn  4 
O 

t  CO 

pi 

ei 

o 

CO 

6^  CO 

to  -t 

o  o 

to 
CO 

to 

pi 

o 

CO 
O 

CO 

o 

o 
o 

CO 

go" 
to 
ir> 

-r 

O  r-. 
1- 

CO 

CO 

CO 

N 
CO 
CO 

O  vO 

CO  CO 

vO' 

CO 

CO 

CO 
O 

CO 

-t  c» 

►H      O  CO 

p<  CO  O 
vO  O 

vo 
-t 

CO 

c< 

C-J 

o 
o 

pT 

PI 
PI 

vo 
-f 

PI 

PI 

CO 

CO 

8 

o 

O 
CO 

O 

o 
c< 

-t 

CO 

vo 

CO  o 

CO 

CO   vo  CO 

vn  o 

o 

to 

vo 

vo 
•i- 

8  2 

-t 

8 

o 

r-. 

O 

o 

CO 

o 
PI 

M 

(J^ 

CO 

-t 

CO 

IT) 
IT) 

o 

o 

CO 

o 

CO  N 

o  o 
-t  co_ 

CO 

CI 

CO  P» 

CO  ci 
"t 

o 

-t- 

vo 

O 

CO  CO 
O 

O  CO 

CO 
O 

vo 

CO 

-t 

CI 

CO 
O 
o< 

vo 

q_ 

-1- 

o 
o_ 

o 
o 

tn 
O 
1^ 

to 

? 

1- 

o" 

C> 

LO 

CO 

-t 
-t 

vo 

vo 

>-.  O 
O  vO 

o 

-r 

vo 

CO  co' 
-t  c^ 

O  CO 

vo 

CO 
to 

to  CO 

O  CO 

o" 

-f 

co 

CO 
rf  to 

o" 

CO 

vo 

"i-  CO 

^  o 

pT 

o 

cd" 

vo 

o" 
o 

to 

o 

<> 

•-3  S 


Ph  pq 


c  > 
o 


c  75 

2  3 


O  o 


11 


o 


«J  o 

B  C 

-   rt  'sj  rt 

'X    C  rt 

^^2  § 


0  O 

^  i: 

1  I 


24 


THE  SILK  ASSOCIATION  OF  AMERICA. 


o 

c^  o 

O 

in 

04  r>. 

in  CO  oo 

a^ 

CO 

in 

in 

O 

CO 

(N 

CO 

CO 

CO     CO  \ 

M  O 

VO     M  CO 

0) 

CO 

QO 

in  O  M 

O 

O 

CO 

in 

CO 

01 

m" 

in  o 

o 

in  04    rt-  O 

o 

o 

in 

CO 

CO  CO 

in  CO 

o  o  o 

CO 

CO 

CO 

QO 

M     O  O 

CO 

CO 

01 

CO 

CO 

J:? 

CO 

in 

o 

o 

M 

ir>  o 

04  r>. 

M  O 

o  n-  o 

04 

c< 

CO 

o 

in 

oo 

CO 

CO 

04  CO 

CO 

04 

• 

g 

<N 

CO 

CO  ■ 

<0  CO 

CO 

o 

a- 

<s 

of 

co" 

d> 

CO  CO  ' 

CO 

CO 

in 

O 

04 

O  CO 

in  5  o" 

in 

CO 

CO 

in 

CO 

0) 

04 

i_r 

OQ* 

ci 

OJ 

CO 

o 

in 

M 

CO 

O 

vn  vo 

CO  04 

HH  CO 

04 

ir> 

r->. 

'1- 

CO  04 

M     O  vO 

r>. 

0) 

• 

o_ 

u-> 

in 

in 

3- 

vO 

o 

CO 

CO  <0  oo 

CO  o  o 

O 

in 

4 

o 

o' 

in 

O 

IT)  in  • 

CO  04 

M     CO  O 

-f 

in 

O 

CO 

•f  o 

M  04 

in  t 

CO   CO  vO 

CO 

lO 

0^ 

O  m 

o 

4 

01 

O 

in 

M 

-t- 

O 

CO 

oo   O  w 

04 

to 

CO 

c< 

CO 

CO 

CO  in  • 

vO  in 

O  04  vO 

in 

in 

• 

CO  vO 

3" 

04 

in 

-f  O  CO   CO  in 

O  CO 

"2 

o' 

M 

d" 

oo 

CO  O  CO 

04  O 

CO  o 

O 

CO 

04 

CO 

in 

04 

CO 

CO 

O 

M 

CO     CO  • 

04 

CO  CO 

O 

CO 

in 

M 

O  CO 

o" 

m" 

CO 

CO 

CO 

04 

o 

M 

in 

o 

04 

O  CO 

OO  O 

in  M 

o 

CO 

o 

O 

M 

in 

00 

04 

CO  O 

O    O  >0   in  O 

in 

CO 

• 

CO 

CO 

O 

o  o 

o  CO  ; 

CO  in  O 

O 

6 

in 

-f 

o" 

CO  o' 

M      O  W 

04 

CO 

CO 

CO 

O 

r> 

04 

in 

CO 

CO 

M    O  04 

CO 

q_ 

04 

CO 

of 

04*" 

CO 

04 

CO 

CO 

O 

o 

04 

M      -t  CO 

CO 

CO  -t- 

CO  o 

O 

o 

un 

CO 

-1- 

CO 

O 

04  M 

in  CO  M 

04 

CO 

C4 

o_ 

in 

•  CO 

CO 

04     04  IT) 

in  CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

-t 

in 

r-^ 

ao" 

in 

o"  O 

04    in  vO    -+  in 

-f 

04" 

O 

O 

CO 

CO 

CO 

-t 

C4 

in 

in 

M    vO  O 

CO 

CO 
l-l 

I-- 

in 

CO 

CO 

ON  M 

O 

in  in  in 

CO      o  w 

00"  o"  r-^  oT 
04  o 

CO 


r>.incoOO  i-i  01^04 
r-OH-iooo4i-ioor^co 
r^co'l-o   00   M  r^o 

cocf'C^co  04  inM  ino 
r-x  rj-  CO    in  -i"  in 

O    O  M 


CO   -1-       -1-  CO  O 


-i-   M    CO  vO    04  CO 

CO  00         CO  O 


MOM-i-coOcoin 
COM  cOOO-l-cOvO 
O^0404COM04aD04 


-I-    O  04 

CO  in  1^ 

CO  CO 


M  O  C>  M 
O      M      04  O) 

M   in  00 


w    -J-  -1-  o 

in  c>  o 


in  04  CO  in  o 

in  CO  CO  O    C>  O 

00  O  O  CO  O 

00"  o"  in  o'  m' 

in  CO  CO  CO 

O   M  0^ 


004040r^coOO^ 
04  r^vo  Oco  cooo 
OvOO    C>-+i-H    04  o 

-F  04'  in  m"  in  o'  C?' 
O    O    CO        04        00  in 

M      04      -t  M      C>    HH  O 


O      CO  CO  W 

O  04  in 

04  04  o 

CO  o'  04' 

-1-  in  in 

CO    M  O 


O 
04 

00 

o" 

CO 

CO 


00  O^co  inoc>co  04 
CO04    coo    M  corJ-O 

0  0040404MCOCO 

ini^coooco  rfcoO 
vO  O  -1-  O  O  'i- 
O    04    -f        rl-  O    m  in 


CO  01^ 

CO  CO 

O    CO  CO  O 

o"  co"  CO  -f 

04    04  O  O 


CO  04   CO    -t  O  CO 

CO       O   in  -1-  -f 

CO  O  CO  CO 

co'       o'  C>  m" 

M  CO  'I-  O  in 

M  04  \0  M 


{A 


^      J3     QJ  ^ 

^  2  o  ^  - 
72  ;/2  U  Ph 


OS 


b/) 


pq  o  S 


THE  SILK  ASSOCIATION  OF  AMERICA. 


25 


Cs  1^ 


O  O  « 
O 


U-)  ro 

00^  00^ 
rf  00" 
CO  ON 


O    -    ON  ro  «  O 
O    Tt-  ro  On  ro  O 
TfvO  00  M 
loo"  C?\  vo 
to  1-1  ON 

ON  O 


00 

o 


N  0 

M  r-*  -^00  00   0   "I  NO  CO 

•  NO 

M  NO    On  N 

NO 

to 

to 

M  NO 

coco    M    CM  NO    10  ONNO 

00   10  Tt-O 

to 

CO 

r->. 

0^ 

•  NO^ 

CO       to  0 

CO 

to 

to 

00 

O'oo"       ro       Lo  0"  t-^" 

t-H    to  M  l-H 

7 

00    ON  C>)    PO               CO  u->NO 

to  CO  ON 

ON 

0 

NO 

rO  to  0 

ON  l-i 

0^ 

cT 

d 

CO 

ON 


CO  >-i  O  O  cotof^r^f^  r^O  i-io 
NO  CO  ^00  NO  t)-  t}-  ro  to  to  I^CO  04 
ON  O    O    to  ON  tONO  to  O  ONCO 

to  C^J  '^NO 
0)  NO  O 


-I  CO  Tt- 
CO  CO  M 
M  CO 


^  CO 

O  NO 


NO  On  HH  to  On 
CO  o»  O  c>>  O  ^ 
NO    On  04    i-H    HH  ON 

to  to  On  to  M  04 
tJ-00    OJ    04  to 
M     H-l  00 


NO  to  ^nO 

ON 

0 

•  CO  CO 

tooo 

•  NO  CO 

04 

tooo 

CO 

On 

On  0         ON  to 

to 

CO 

•  1^00 

to  rt-  • 

•  -i-NO 

On  11  p-H 

0 

ONNO 

00 

04 

to 

•  c>  ^ 

to  04 

•  0  to 

0^ 

On  0^00 

On 

00 

ro       H-T  0" 

CO 

to 

*  CANO"^ 

;  0"  d\ 

04" 

00" 

CO 

7 

w   CO  CO 

ON 

0 

04    rj-  1 

.  NO  to 

0 

to 

O) 

00 

CO^    M  t-l 

On 

ON 

0^ 

l-i  OJ 

0^ 

CO 

04" 

CO 

CO 

04 

tOI-H     M     04NONO  t^I^ 

^ONt~^i-i  On-^^-m 

i-it0004i-i04H-(0 

NO  cor--.c2  04  f-^toto 
ONNO   to  o  On 

NO    04    tJ-        04    04    On  04 

NcT  04"  oT  hT 

M 

09= 


00  tONO  to 
O  NO     ON  CO 

On  OJ  On  M 
CO  CO  to 

HH     OJ     M  NO 
OJ  M 


NO  to  Tt-  cooO 
ON  !-<  HH  CO  On  On 
to  OJ  M  CO 

no"  CO  to  CO 
O  O  O  CO  i-i 
i-i   CO       M  00 


NO     M     0  t^NO 

to  ^NO 

•  NO 

CO  -1- 

r-^  • 

0    w  rt 

to  ^NO  On 

p-H  0  CO 

•  NO 

0  " 

04 

• 

04 

CO 

On  04  Ti- 

00 

O^NO^  to  Tf  ^ 

to  04 

• 

r-^  ON 

• 

•  OJ 

NO^ 

-t 

ro  On  NO 

CO 

01   On  no"  to 

to  CO  CO 

^  0^ 

^  '. 

;  0" 

to 

CO 

tFno" 

NO    f^CO    i-i  On 

t--  0  CO 

0  NO 

^  . 

04 

t^NO 

1 

0 

04   ^  t:!- 

to  "-^oo^ 

04 

CO 

H-,  fO 

CO 

NO" 

hT  CO  i-T 

CO 

NO 
ON 

to 
o" 

CO 


to 

00^ 

O 
to 

d 

CO 


C-)    ^  C 

'a 

in  cn 


^  O  ^  t/j  -t-i 
^  _  cA)  v-i  rr: 


be 


b/) 


l-H 

P  o 

-a  -a 

c  c 


26 


THE  SILK  ASSOCIATION  OF  AMERICA. 


O  u->  -t 
O  w 


CO 


CO  1  O 


C-1  O    CO  M    C<-)  -t-  coco    M    CO  O  c« 

o"  i-T  cT  co'      CO  in 


M  -+00  r^r-^M  MOO  r^oo  O 
MMOi-icocoMMvo  r^vo  O 

cfvo'  o"  >n  CO  cf  c?'  CO 
O  in  M       CO      ino  m  O 

CO'+'+MMMCOClCOMMM 


u-)0      CO  o  M  o  CO  O  coco  o 

xfi'-O  C>  -F  -foo'  CO  o'  O^o' 

COO^VOvO  'i-COCOM  COCOOC^ 

CO         CO  M  M 


r^O  r^r^Ooo  coO  O  co  mvo 
M  M  v3  tno  O  CO  voco  vn  in 
COM  mc4  or^r^M  rfinO 


O  inMO)  m'-f-C>o^MvO  coo 


•  -i-  • 

.  o  • 

•  CO  • 

CO  Ovo  'i- 
O  CO  M 
vO  -i-  CO 


o^l-r^oo  lor^oo  M 
CO  o  M  o  o  oco  CO  -f 
O  O  O  coo  in  M  CO  oo  oo  coco 

CO  M  M  coir>t~CrC;^cocf'-f 
incor>.cOM  Ocot^WMrt 


O  O  CO  OO  04  o  in  o  Oi  M 

ino  inc^  M  Om  mcooo  O  m  -^ 
M  in  o  loo  M  CO  CO  O  O  CO  CO 

of  in  CO  m'  go'  c<r  vd~  CO  CO  ci 
lNc^rt^^      m  acowMco 


M    COCO  COinM    MVO    M  M 

O  cor^C4>o  r^int^O  comO 
O  'I-  in  Ooo  O  in  rt-  O  O  c^l 
M  o'o'  in  m'  C?'Co"'0"  C^ao 
-f  CO  CO  in  ■^co  -)-oo  O  O  O  04 
'i-O  COM  r->t^M  M  coo  Oco 
m"  oT      m"  m'  m'  (n'  m"  m" 


a 

H 

o 

Z 

CO  -    -  - 

:  CO  -  - 

CO  "  ' 

Mo: 

CO  -    -  - 

>  o      o'  'C 


CO  O  inco  O  OJ  inin0r-^r>.0 
in  04  M  o  CO-CO  co  r->  o  O 
COCO  coi^OO  ino4  loor^'^ 

m"  o"  o'  of  covo"  CO  o'  r-^  of 
oooiNinrJ-ino^MOOOM 
M  o  CO  M  rj-  COCO  Oco 


O         OO  M0404040M01CO 

04  oo  CO  in  r>vO  O  in  O  CO  04 
-fOO  inMco  inooo  r^in 

-rfco"  m'co'  of  CO  o"  CO  m'o'oo' 
O  inco  o  O  04       o  04  oo 

inOCO<.^04C0C0^0404M 


M  in  in  O  Oco  in  O  M  r^o  -1" 
M  M  04  in  M  o  Oco  O  04  O  in 
04  O  or^Ocoo4  cooco  04  'l- 


in  CO  in  o  O  coo  -I-  co  O  04 

in  M  CO  •r^o  Oco  co 
04  cor^inininO  ino4  04  O04 


in  Oco  COCOO004040  O 

O   04   04   in  04   COmO   04  OC004 

ino4''^r^'-t  OinOO  O04  O 


O  04  O  CO 
in  in  M  CO  -j-co  ^-  O 
M  o  '-fco  O  CO  O  in  04 


'-I-      CO  COCO  o      coco  04 


oj  in  M  in  ^  CO  OO  in  O  Oco 
in  -^-O  r^cOinOM  rfMOO 
O  O  COM  inM  04  or^-tx-^oJ 
of  in  i>i  coo  of  CO  of  coo" 


O)  cocOTtOin04  Ocoo  -^oo 
Oco  O  r-^  O  04  -1-  CO  mco  co 
04O  OMr^co-i-OooM04rt 

coo  M  in  CO  O  '^•O  CO     O  O 


r^-tr^f^cocooco  ^to  O  O 
O  04  04  04  coinr^r^M  rf-r^m 

M   04   O   M    O  coo   04   04    OO  M 


CO  -     -     -     -  - 


elevkisTth: 


Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

Silk  Association 


OF  AMERICA. 


1  UESDAY,  May   15th,  1883. 


Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

Silk  Association 


OF  AMERICA. 


Tuesday,  May  15th,  1883. 

THE  LIBRARY  OF  THE 
NOV  101947 
IMVCRSHYOFAUNW 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 


Page. 


Officers  of  the  Association,  1 883-1884   3 

Members  of  the  Association,  May  15th,  1883   5 

Secretary's  Report   9 

Statistics  17 

Silk  Manufactures  ;  Production  in  1882  19 

Imports  of  Raw  Silk  in  Calendar  Years  20 

Imports  of  Raw  Silk  in  Fiscal  Years  21 

Imports  of  Raw  Silk  by  Countries  22 

Imports  of  Waste  Silk  and  Pierced  Cocoons  23 

Imports  of  Silk  Manufactures  in  Calendar  Years  24 

Imports  of  Silk  Manufactures  in  Fiscal  Years  25 

Imports  of  Silk  Manufactures  by  Months    26 

Sugar,  Molasses,  etc.,  Duties  in  Detail  27 

Wool,  and  Woolen  Manufactures,  Duties  in  Detail  27 

Silk  Manufactures,  Duties  in  Detail  28 

Cotton  Manufacturers,  Duties  in  Detail  29 

Duty  Paying  Imports  of  the  United  States  30 

Proceedings  at  the  Annual  Dinner  .33 


SILK  ASSOCIATION  OF  AMERICA. 

OFFICERS,  1883-1884. 
President. 

FRANK  W.  CHENEY,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Vice-Presidents. 

B.  RICHARDSON,  New  York. 

C.  LAMBERT,  Paterson,  N.  J. 

A.  B.  STRANGE,  New  York. 

Treasurer. 

LOUIS  FRANKS,  New  York. 

Directors. 

F.  O.  HORSTMANN,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

IRADIMOCK,  Hartford,  Conn. 

WM.  STRANGE,  Paterson,  N.  J. 

JOHN  N.  STEARNS,  New  York. 

WILLIAM  SKINNER,  ^  Holyoke,  Mass. 

S.  E.  HUNTINGTON,  New  York. 

GEORGE  H.  BURRITT,  

MILO  M.  BELDING,  

A.  G.  JENNINGS  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

S.  W.  CLAPP  New  York. 

WM.  T.  RYLE,  

JOHN  T.  WALKER,  

HERMAN  SIMON,  -...Town  of  Union,  N.  J. 

S.  M.  MEYENBERG,  Hoboken,  N.  J. 

JAMES  BOOTH,  Paterson,  N.  J. 

ALBERT  TILT,  

JOSEPH  LOTH,  New  York. 

C.  R.  PELGRAM,  Paterson,  N.  J. 

JOHN  GRIMSHAW,  

B.  A.  ARMSTRONG,  New  London,  Conn. 

Secretary. 

WM.'C.  WYCKOFF,  446  Broome  Street,  N.  Y. 


LIST  OF  MEMBERS 

OF 

THE  SILK  ASSOCIATION  OF  AMERICA. 

May  15tli,  1883. 


Allen,  Dwight  Windsor  Locks,  Conn. 

Aral,  R.,  i8  Mercer  Street,  New  York. 

Armstrong,  Benjamin  A.,  New  London,  Conn. 

Arnold,  Frank,    477-481  Broome  Street,  New  York. 

Atwood,  Eugene,  Stonington,  Conn. 

Aub,  Hackenburg  &  Co.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Auffmordt,  C.  A.  &  Co.,  33-35  Greene  Street,  New  York. 

Banning,  David  L.,  87  Leonard  Street,  " 

Barnes,  D.  A  Paterson,  N.  J. 

Bekkey,  H  7  Warren  Street,  New  York. 

Belding,  A.  N  Rockville,  Conn. 

Belding,  D.  W.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Belding,  H.  H.,  Chicago,  111. 

Belding,  Milo  M.,  455  Broadway,  New  York. 

Bertschy,  Samuel  625  loth  Ave.,  " 

Blydenburgh,  Jesse  S.,  66  Pine  Street, 

Boettger,  Henry  W.,  47  Mercer  Street, 

Boissiere,  E.  V.  de,  Williamsburgh,  Franklin  Co.,  Kansas. 

Booth,  James,  Paterson,  N.  J. 

Bridge,  Frederick,  34-38  Burling  Slip,  New  York. 

Brown,  H.  L.,  Middletown,  Conn. 

Burritt,  George  H.,  34-38  Burling  Slip,  New  York. 

Busch,  Peter,  107  Grand  Street, 

Butler,  H.  V.  Jr.,..  32  Reade  Street, 

Chaffanjon,  Claude  Jersey  City  Heights,  N.  J. 


6 


THE  SILK  ASSOCIATION  OF  AMERICA. 


Chaffee,  O.  S.  &  Son 

Chapin,  J.  L  

Cheney,  F.  W  


. .  . .  Mansfield  Centre,  Conn, 
96  Rcade  Street,  New  York. 
. . .  South  Manchester,  Conn. 


Cheney,  Harry  G  "  "  " 

Cheney,  Knight  D  "  "  " 

Cheney,  James  W  "  "  " 

Cheney,  John  S  " 

Cheney,  Richard  O  "  "  " 

Clapp,  S.  W  441  Broadway,  New  York. 

Comby,  John,  West  Hoboken,  N,  J. 

Cutter,  John  D  44  East  14th  Street,  New  York. 

Dimock,  Ira  Hartford,  Conn. 

Dunlop,  John  Paterson,  N.  J. 

Eaton,  E.  W  19  Mercer  Street,  New  York. 

Eldridge,  Henry  435  Broadway,  New  York. 

Erskine,  James  M  52  Greene  Street,  New  York. 

Farley,  Gustavus  Jr  64  South  " 

Franke,  Louis  no  Grand        "  " 

Funke,  Hugo  College  Point,  L.  I. 

Grimshaw,  John  Paterson,  N.  J. 

Griswold  Worsted  Co.,  ■  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Hayes,  Thos.  F  5-9  Union  Square,  New  York. 

Heinemann,  Paul  112  Water  Street, 

Hill,  A.  G  Florence,  Mass. 

Horstmann,  F.  O  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Huntington,  S.  E  31  Burling  Slip,  New  York. 

Itschner,  Werner  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Jennings,  A.  G  473-475  Broome  Street,  New  York. 

Jennings,  Oliver  T  473-475       "  "        "  " 

Jennings,  Warren  P,  473-475       "  ^'        "  " 

Johnson,  Rowland  5  Mercer  Street,  "  " 

Jourdeuil  &  Pinkney  West  Hoboken,  N.  J. 

Kai,  Oria,  7  Mercer  Stjeet,  New  York. 

Kursheedt,  Alex.  E  190-194  So.  Fifth  Ave.,  New  York. 

Lambert,  C  Paterson,  N.  J. 

Loewenstine,  J.  H  90  Grand  Street,  New  York. 

Loth,  Joseph  65  Greene     "  " 


THE  SILK  ASSOCIi^TION  OF  AMERICA.  7 

Low,  A.  A  31  Burling  Slip,  New  York 

Low,  A.  Augustus  31  Burling  Slip,  " 

Ludwig,  E  469-471  Broome  Street,  " 

Lyman,  Joseph  31  Burling  Slip, 

Mackay,  J.  Phillips  Paterson,  N.  J 

Mende,  Alex.  P..  27  Lispenard  Street,  New  York 

Meyenberg,  S.  M  Hoboken,  N.  J 

Milton,  Wm.  F  159  Maiden  Lane,  New  York 

Morgan  &  Bottum,  South  Coventry,  Conn 

Morgenroth,  Gustavus  A.,  Jr  159  Maiden  Lane,  New  York 

Morlot,  George  Paterson,  N.  J 

Murray,  Russell  52  Greene  Street,  New  York 

New  York  Silk  Conditioning  Works.  ..13  Mercer     "  *' 

O'Donoghue,  D  91  Grand      "  " 

Paul,  Frank  Montreal,  Canada. 

Pelgram  &  Meyer  58-60  Greene  Street,  New  York. 

Plunkett,  Thos.  F  7'ariffville,  Conn. 

Pomeroy,  S.  W.  Jr.,  60  Wall  Street,  New  York. 

Richardson,  B  43  Mercer  " 

Rossmassler,  Richard  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Ryle,  Wm.  T  54  Howard  Street,  New  York. 

Silberma'm,  J  35  Mercer  " 

Simes,  Chas.  F  46  Howard      "  " 

Simon,  Herman  Town  of  Union,  N.  J 

Simon,  Robert  Town  of  Union,  N.  J 

Simonds,  J.  H  Warehouse  Point,  Conn 

Skinner,  Geo.  B.  &  Co.,  Yonkers,  N.  Y 

Skinner,  Wm.  Holyoke,  Mass 

Skinner,  Wm.  C  508  Broadway,  New  York 

Smith,  Benj.  D  113  Water  Street,  " 

Smith,  Isaac  446  Broome  '* 

Smith,  L.  Bayard  77  William 

Smith,  L.  O  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Smith,  S.  K  Pittsfield,  Mass. 

Stearns,  John  N  458  Broome  Street,  New  York. 

Stelle,  Louis  R  Sanquoit  (near  Utica)  " 

Stevens,  E.  W  130  Water  Street, 


THE  SILK  ASSOCIATION  OF  AMERICA. 


Strange,  A.  B  96-98  Prince  Street,  New  York. 

Strange,  Theodore  96-98  Prince     "  " 

Strange,  Wm  Paterson,  N.  J. 

Streuli,  Alfred  70  Mercer  Street,  New  York. 

Struss,  Henry  W  no  Grand     "  " 

Takahashi,  S.  K.,  Consul  of  Japan. .  .7  Warren       "  " 

Tilt,  Albert  Paterson,  N.  J. 

Vivanti,  A.  L  499  Broadway,  New  York. 

Walker,  John  T  81  Pine  Street, 

Walter,  Richard  222  Church    "  " 

Wamsley,  Philip  353  Canal  " 

Warner,  i'_.uther  J  Northampton,  Mass. 

Westervelt,  E  42  Cedar  Street,  New  York. 

Wilson,  H.  B   33-35  Greene    "  " 

HONORARY  MEMBERS. 

Allen,  Franklin  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Haywood,  Geo.  M  39  W^hite  Street,  New  York 

Low,  Seth  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Ryle,  John  Paterson,  N.  J 

Sheehan^  Daniel  J.,  Secretary   "  " 

Takaki,  Samro  Yokohama,  Japan. 

Tomita,  Tetsnoski  London,  England. 


ecretary's  TvEPORT. 


iiu  conformity  with  the  by-laws  of  the  Association,  the  Secretary 
AES  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report,  prepared  under  direc- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Government,  and  presenting  a  review  for  the 
past  twelve  months  of  silk  manufacturing  interests  and  the  transac- 
tions of  the  Silk  Association  of  America. 

ThQ  year  under  review  was  made  memorable  by  the  passage  of  a 
new  tariff  act.  It  is  yet  too  soon  to  anticipate  the  full  effects  of 
that  act,  by  which  the  rates  of  duty  on  imports  are  materially  and 
very  generally  reduced.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  a  more  honest 
valuation  of  imported  invoices  will  be  brought  about  through  the 
operation  of  the  new  law. 

In  some  respects  the  tariff  agitation  of  the  past  year  differed  from 
that  of  its  predecessors.  A  Tariff  Commission  gave  a  hearing  to 
the  various  branches  of  industry.  The  silk  trade,  as  represented  by 
this  Association,  presented  a  schedule  based  upon  mutual  concessions  ' 
in  which  many  differences  had  been  reconciled,  and  offering  to  sub- 
stitute specific  for  ad  valorem  duties.  While  it  must  be  admitted 
that  no  scheme  of  the  kind  can  meet  every  requirement  of  the  di- 
verse interests  of  the  silk  trade  and  manufacture,  the  schedule  pre- 
sented by  this  Association  to  the  Tariff  Commission  was  the  result 
of  careful  investigation  by  our  best  qualified  members,  and  will  fur- 
nish a  fair  basis  in  future  years  when  the  subject  is  again  brought 
up  for  consideration. 

Uncertainty  as  to  the  effect  of  the  new  tariff  upon  the  amount  of 
importations  of  foreign  goods  has  operated  with  other  influences  to 
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cause  continued  dulness  in  several  branches  of  the  silk  trade. 
Comparing  the  past  twelve  months  with  the  similar  period  preced- 
ing, it  appears  that  the  imports  of  silk  manufactures  have  altogeth- 
er increased  about  4  per  cent.  There  was  a  very  large  and  note- 
worthy increase  in  velvets,  of  which  50  per  cent,  more  were  import- 
ed last  year  than  in  the  year  before.  The  following  table  gives 
further  details  of  such  comparisons: 

COMPARATIVE  TABLE.* 

IMPORTS  OF  SILK  MANUFACTURES  LANDED 
AT  NEW  YORK. 

COMPARISON  BETWEEN  12  MONTHS  ENDING  APRIL  JOTH,  lS^82, 
AND  12  MONTHS  ENDING  APRIL  30TH,  1883. 


ARTICLES. 

Amount  of 
Increase. 

Per  cent  of 
Increase. 

Amount  of 
Decrease. 

Per  cent  of 
Decrease. 

Silk  piece-goods.  . .  . 

$  596,305 

3 

$  

87,716 
55,004 

40 

24,900 
127,076 
671,222 

10 

13 
50 

249.183 

9 

233,150 

7 

Shawls  

31 

164,712 
6.281 

105 
9 

3,229 

5 

122,182 

71 

Threads  and  yarns  . 
Braids  and  bindings. 

8,508 
37.930 
35,597 

6 

3 
28 

25,871 

I 

1.599 

Total 

1,492,902 

A 

*  This  is  a  table  of  differences  only.  The  full  amounts  of  importation  are  giv- 
en in  tables  at  the  close  of  the  report. 


Late  in  the  Spring  of  1882,  owing  to  rumors  of  short  crops,  there 
was  a  slight  rise  in  the  prices  of  European  raw  silk.  This  applied 
mostly  to  Italian  products;  its  indirect  effect  upon  those  of  China 
and  Japan  was  scarcely  apparent  in  our  market.    At  that  time,  how- 
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ever,  an  advance  of  a  shilling  per  pound  took  place  in  the  London 
market  for  Shanghai  silk,  and  was  ascribed  to  telegrams  reporting 
a  short  crop  in  China.  With  the  exception  of  these  fluctuations, 
which  were  transient,  the  tendency  of  piices  of  all  kinds  of  raw  silk 
has  been  steadily  though  very  giadually  downward  duiing  the 
twelve  months  ending  May  ist.  In  that  interval  the  highest 
prices  were  in  June  1882;  the  lowest  in  April,  1883:  the  difference  of 
value  in  various  grades  and  kinds  being  from  five  to  twelve  per  cent. 

The  entire  decline  has  brought  down  raw  silk  somewhat  nearly  to 
the  lowest  point  reached  in  years  of  extreme  depression.  Other 
markets  have  suffered  similarly.  A  pressure  for  the  sale  of  Euro- 
pean raw  silks  is  noted  abroad  as  the  chief  cause  of  this  decline, 
which  has  taken  place  in  the  face  of  a  combination  in  China,  where 
it  is  estimated  that  15,000  bales  have  been  withdrawn  from  market 
by  a  clique  of  native  speculators. 

There  is  no  improvement  to  record  in  the  quality  and  condition 
of  Asiatic  silks.  The  large  quantities  brought  from  Japan  include 
much  that  is  inferior.  It  must  be  said  that,  in  general,  Japanese 
silks  have  not  gained  in  repute  by  last  year's  shipments,  while  brought 
into  competition  if  not  into  contrast  with  the  products  of  Europe. 

The  importation  of  raw  silk  during  the  past  year  exceeded  any 
preceding,  in  number  of  packages  and  especially  in  value,  the  ex- 
cess of  cost  over  that  of  the  previous  year  being  about  14  percent. 
A  noteworthy  feature  of  this  importation  is  the  continually  increas- 
ing amount  of  European  and  Japanese  silks  absorbed  in  our  fac- 
tories, being  a  total  of  more  than  60  per  cent  over  the  previous 
year,  simultaneously  with  a  decrease  in  silks  from  China,  amount- 
ing to  about  30  per  cent.  It  appears  that  a  trade  of  more  than 
4,000  bales,  represented  by  a  value  of  fully  $2,100,000,  and  con- 
stituting at  least  15  per  cent,  of  the  entire  import  of  raw  silk  into 
this  country,  has  been  transferred  from  China  to  Europe  and  Japan. 
Although  the  disproportionally  high  price  of  Chinese  silks  is  the 
chief  occasion  of  this  transfer  of  trade,  it  has  resulted  in  the  more 
extensive  use  by  our  manufacturers  of  the  best  silks  in  the  market, 
in  the  place  of  inferior  grades.  As  this  change  tends  toward  the  pro- 
duction of  superior  goods,  it  is  a  subject  for  congratulation.  The  in. 
crease  and  decrease  referred  to  are  further  shown  in  the  following  table: 
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COMPARATIVE  TABLE* 
IMPORTS  OF  RAW  SILK,  &c.,  AT  NEW  YORK  AND  SAN  FRANCISCO. 

COMPARISONS  BETWEEN  12  MONTHS  ENDING  APRIL  30,  1 882, 
AND  12  MONTHS  ENDING  APRIL  30,  1883. 


Items  of  Comparison. 


Total  receipts,  raw,  waste,  etc.   12  months  to  April  30,  1883, 

April  30,  1882, 

Increase  of  total  receipts  for  12  months  (including  waste,  &c.), 
Percentage  of  increase,  9^  on  packages,  14%  on  value. 


Total  raw  silk,  12  months  to  April  30,  1883, 
April  30,  1882. 


Increase  of  total  raw  silk  for  12  months.  

Percentage  of  increase,  6%  on  packages,  14%  on  value. 

Strictly  European  raw  ;  12  months  to  April  30,  1883. 

April  30,  1882. 


Increase  of  strictly  European  raw,  in  12  months  

Percentage  of  increase,  66%  on  packages,  58;^  on  value. 


Raw  from  Japan,  12  months  to  April  30,  1S83. 

April  30,  1882. 


Increase  of  raw  from  Japan  in  12  months  

Percentage  of  increase,  yi%  on  packages,  645^  on  value. 


Raw  from  Hong  Kong,  12  months  to  April  30,  1883. 

April  30,  1882. 


Decrease  of  raw  from  Hong  Kong  

Percentage  of  decrease,  20,^^  on  packages',  2J%  on  value. 


Raw  from  Shanghai,  12  months  to  April  30,  1883. 
"  "  "  April  30,  1882. 


Decrease  of  raw  from  Shanghai  

Percentage  of  decrease,  31^  on  packages,  32,'^  on  value. 


decrease  of  Asiatic  via  Europe,  in  12  months. 
"    Hong  Kong  "  " 

"    Shanghai  "  " 


Trade  transferred  from  China  to  Japan  and  Europe. 


No.  of 
Pack- 
ages, 


25,660 
23,474 


2,186 


22,761 
21,519 


1,242 


3,129 
1,876 


1,253 


9>879 
5,791 


4,088 


4,187 
5,220 


1,033 


5.394 
7,805 


2,41] 


655 
1.033 
2,411' 


4,099 


Percentage  of  whole  annual  import  transferred,  18,'^  on  packages,  15^  on  valu2. 


♦  Complete  tables  of  imports  of  raw  silk  are  given  at  the  close  of  the  report. 
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The  manufacture  of  sewing  silk  and  machine  twist  has  consider- 
ably increased  during  the  past  year,  as  it  did  in  the  year  preceding. 
Prominent  firms  have  added  from  10  to  20  per  cent,  to  the  amount 
of  their  production.  The  increase  is  chiefly  in  machine  twist.  Pri- 
-ces  have  ruled  low  with  a  slightly  downward  tendency,  but  have 
been  fairly  maintained  at  a  point  that  gives  a  slender  margin  for 
profit,  and  the  trade  is  regarded  as  in  a  healthy  condition.  The 
profit  being  so  small,  there  has  been  less  inducement  than  hereto- 
fore to  the  sharp  competition  which  generally  characterizes  this 
branch  of  business.  The  higher  grades  of  raw  silk  have  been  more 
largely  used  in  manufacture,  and  the  coarse  Canton  silks  less,  than 
hitherto.  The  changes  of  firms  have  been  fewer  than  usual;  no 
failures  of  importance  have  taken  place  in  this  branch  of  silk  bus- 
iness, and  none  whatever  in  manufacture  confined  to  machine  twist. 
While  there  has  been  no  general  enlargement  of  premises  and  facili- 
ties, some  of  the  mills  have  added  considerably  to  their  machinery 
and  number  of  employes.  The  standard  of  quality  has  been  fully 
kept  up,  and  there  is  little  demand  for  low  grades.  Good  sewing 
silks  may  now  be  obtained  so  cheaply  that  an  inferior  article  would 
find  no  place  in  the  market,  and  while  the  price  of  silk  thread 
remains  so  low,  there  is  no  temptation  to  consumers  to  substitute 
cotton  or  linen  threads. 

During  the  past  season  the  business  of  throwing  silks  has  suffer- 
ed from  various  causes  and  is  much  depressed.  Owing  to  the  gen- 
eral dulness  of  trade,  weavers  and  other  silk  manufacturers  have  in 
several  instances  placed  their  thrown  silks  on  the  market,  and  thus 
brought  them  into  competition  with  the  product  of  the  regular 
throwsters.  . 

In  ribbon  manufacture  the  volume  of  business  has  been  nearly  if 
not  quite  as  large  as  in  the  preceding  year.  Home  competition  has, 
however,  brought  down  the  profits  of  this  branch  of  business  so 
that  prices  are  exceedingly  close  to  cost  of  manufacture.  This  was 
especially  the  case  with  satin-gros-grain  ribbons,  in  which  for  a 
while  a  large  business  was  done  at  very  small  profit.  A  marked 
change  is  noted  in  respect  to  the  width  of  ribbons  now  in  demand. 
Instead  of  the  20s,  30s  and  40s  that  were  required,  2s,  3s,  5s  7s 
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and  9s  or  at  most  not  wider  than  12s  are  called  for.  This  change 
of  fashion  has  compelled  expensive  alteration  of  machinery,  and  in 
any  case  the  cost  of  narrow  goods  is  proportionally  greater  than 
that  of  wide  ones,  while  prices  have  ruled  uniformly  low.  The  de- 
mand for  wide  ribbons  fell  off  after  last  Fall,  and  there  has  been 
little  call  for  sashes  during  the  present  Spring.  A  few  specialties 
have  done  well,  and  Ottoman  ribbons  have  had  a  fair  sale,  but  the 
general  dulness  of  trade  and  the  lateness  of  the  Spring  have  affect- 
ed the  business  of  the  present  year,  especially  as  to  prices,  which 
are  decidedly  lower  than  they  were  six  months  ago. 

Few  if  any  of  the  makers  of  piece  goods  have  had  a  satisfactory 
year.  The  demand  for  dress  brocades,  which  was  good  in  the  Spring 
of  1882,  fell  rapidly  in  the  later  months,  and  very  few  of  these  goods 
have  been  sold  since  last  Fall.  For  colored  gros-grains  there  was* 
a  fair  demand  as  late  as  November,  but  since  then  prices  have  ruled 
exceedingly  low.  Black  gros-grains  have  been  brought  down  to 
cost,  in  the  face  of  sharp  home  competition  and  an  absence  of  effect- 
ive demand.  Ottoman  piece-goods  were  for  a  while  in  high  favor, 
but  the  active  business  did  not  last  long  enough  to  be  largely 
remunerative.  In  general  there  has  been  a  constant  crowding  down 
of  prices  for  staple  piece-goods,  and  they  have  fully  participated  in 
the  general  depression  of  the  dry-goods  business.  It  is  currently 
asserted  among  dealers  that  there  is  a  reduced  consumption  of  silk 
goods;  opinions  differing  as  to  the  cause.  Mixtures  of  silk  with 
worsted  or  cotton  have  doubtless  somewhat  filled  the  place  of  pure 
silks,  and  the  finer  wool  fabrics  have  been  bought  instead  of  silk  to 
a  considerable  extent  in  certain  lines,  but  it  is  questionable  whether 
the  silk  business  is  more  depressed  than  the  other  textile  interests. 
The  sale  of  handkerchiefs  has  largely  fallen  off.  In  several 
instances,  however,  the  manufacturers  of  broad  goods  have  profited 
by  the  production  of  novelties  and  specialties,  and  many  richer  and 
more  costly  goods  have  thus  been  brought  into  existence.  Those 
who  invent  new  goods,  generally  do  well  with  them  until  they  are 
extensively  copied,  when  they  cease  to  be  profitable;  and  it  usually 
happens  at  the  last  that  the  copyists  are  the  heaviest  sufferers. 
Success  comes  to  those  who  can  make  the  fashion  instead  of  follow- 
ing it 
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The  trimming  and  passementerie  trade  has  suffered  more  than 
other  branches,  and  the  business  hardly  reaches  half  the  amount  of 
its  more  fortunate  years.  The  outlook  is  not  encouraging.  In 
some  instances,  however,  the  manufacturers  of  trimmings  have 
found  a  market  by  producing  specialties  in  millinery  and  for  up- 
holstery. The  competition  for  the  remaining  trade  being  very 
severe,  it  yields  little  profit. 

The  total  amount  of  production  of  silk  laces  has  decidedly  in- 
creased, and  one  or  two  firms  are  newly  entering  into  the  business. 
Lace  scarfings  have  not  been  in  as  much  demand  as  hitherto,  but 
Spanish  guipure  and  Chantilly  are  called  for,  and  several  new  laces 
have  come  into  vogue.  The  broader  laces,  used  for  dresses,  are 
not  so  largelv  sought  for,  but  the  milliners  have  come  to  the  rescue 
of  the  lace-makers,  and  silk  is  taking  the  place  of  feathers  and  tin- 
sel. A  peculiarity  of  the  recent  season  is  the  great  variety  of  colors 
in  which  laces  are  required  ;  mostly  the  more  novel  and  delicate 
shades,  adding  greatly  to  the  risk  and  difficulty  of  manufacture. 
For  lace  mitts  there  has  been  a  steady  demand. 

Taken  collectively,  the  silk  manufacture  of  the  country  is  work- 
ing more  economically  and  on  a  smaller  margin  of  profit  than  ever 
before.  Its  growth  is  continuous,  not  very  rapid,  not  at  all  specu- 
lative, and  apparently  not  much  in  excess  of  the  capacity  for  con- 
sumption. The  volume  of  foreign  importation  is  very  large,  and 
not  likely  soon  to  diminish  ;  but  wherever  American  silks  obtain  a 
footing,  they  keep  the  position  by  their  merits.  Except  in  a  few 
branches,  the  hardest  competition  is  now  with  the  home  producer. 

There  have  been  fewer  changes  than  usual  in  the  membership  of 
the  Association,  and  no  losses  by  death  during  the  past  year.  A  re- 
cent effort  to  place  the  finances  of  the  Association  on  a  basis  of  more 
permanent  and  adequate  support,  has  thus  far  met  with  liberal  respon- 
ses. 

The  foregoing  report  was  informally  presented  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Silk  Association  of  America,  held  at  446  Broome  Street, 
May  15th,  1883  ;  and  was  read,  accepted  and  ordered  to  be  printed 
at  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Government  held  June  12th,  1883. 

WM.  C.  WYCKOFF,  Secretary, 
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Statistics. 


A  brief  explanation  of  the  following  statistics  may  contribute  to 
their  usefulness.  There  are  complete  tables  of  the  imports  of  raw 
silk,  waste  silk  and  pierced  cocoons  at  the  ports  of  New  York  and 
San  Francisco  :  the  quantity  that  arrives  elsewhere  in  the  United 
States  is  inconsiderable.  The  number  of  bales  or  packages  as  stated 
in  the  tables  is  accurate;  their  valuation,  as  furnished  by  Custom 
House  returns,  is  probably  only  approximate.  The  tables  of  imports 
of  raw  silk  are  brought  down  to  a  later  date  than  the  Secretary's 
report,  and  indicate  the  proportion  of  the  supply  derived  from  dif- 
ferent sources. 

The  tables  of  imports  of  silk  manufactures  at  the  port  of  New 
York  show  a  smaller  total  than  in  the  preceding  fiscal  year,  which 
was  the  largest  within  ten  years.  The  diminution  is  due,  at  least  in 
part,  to  the  withholding  of  goods  for  the  operation  of  the  new  tariff. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  tables  of  this  report  conclude  all  en- 
tries under  the  old  tariff.  In  drawing  deductions  from  the  figures 
of  these  tables,  two  things  should  be  considered:  first,  the  values 
assigned  are  those  of  the  invoices,  and  are  made  as  low  by  the  im- 
porter as  the  Custom  House  authorities  will  permit;  it  is  believed, 
in  fact,  that  the  goods  are  largely  undervalued.  The  official  re- 
ports of  investigating  commissions  appointed  by  the  U.  S.  Govern- 
ment have  estimated  the  undervaluation  as  on  the  average  not  less 
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than  25  per  cent.  Second,  the  duty  paid  on  the  goods,  and  the  im- 
porters' profits,  should  be  added  to  the  invoices,  in  any  calculation 
of  the  value  of  these  imports  in  United  States  markets.  Of  all  the 
silk  goods  brought  into  this  country,  94  to  95  per  cent,  come  to 
the  port  of  New  York, 

The  tables  of  imports  of  both  raw  silk  and  manufactures  give 
the  details  by  fiscal  as  well  as  by  calendar  years. 

A  table  is  furnished  estimating  the  value  of  silk  goods  manufac- 
tured in  the  United  States  in  1882.  These  figures  cannot  be  direct- 
ly compared  with  those  of  imported  goods,  for  reasons  already  stat- 
ed. It  may  be  assumed,  however,  that  our  factories  contributed 
more  than  a  third  in  value  of  the  silk  goods  used  in  the  country. 

The  table  of  United  States  imports  entered  for  home  consump- 
tion shows  distinctly  the  sources  of  the  public  revenue  from  Cus- 
toms duties.  Silk  goods  stand  high  in  the  list  of  articles  contribute 
ing  to  that  revenue,  and  the  greater  part  of  it  is  derived  from 
few  sources. 


Silk  Manufacture 


IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

PRODUCTION  OF  FINISHED  GOODS, 

In  the  Calendar  Year  ending  December  Slst^  1882. 


Sewing-silk,  Machine  Twist,  &c   $9,281,263 

Dress  and  Piece  Goods   7,459,109 

Tie  Silks  and  Scarfs   609,332 

Millinery  Silks   978,906 

Handkerchiefs   4,948,804 

Ribbons   7,967,263 

Laces   695,155 

Braids  and  Bindings   1,150,307 

Trimmings,  &c   5,248,230 

Mixed  Goods  and  Silk  Values  therein.   1,126,172 

Total   $39,464,541 

RECAPITULATION. 

Sewings,  Twist,  Floss  Silk,  &c   $9,281,263 

Broad  Goods   9,047,347 

Handkerchiefs,  Ribbons  and  Laces   13,611,222 

Trimmings  and  Small  Goods   6,398,537 

Mixed  Goods  and  Silk  values  therein   1,126,172 

Total   $39,464,541 
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May  15th,  1883. 

(tH^-^  °  c~z^<r-^  .cTT^o^  =  l3— 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Silk  Association  of  America  was  given 
at  Delmonico's,  Fifth  Avenue,  on  the  evening  of  Tuesday,  May  15th, 
1883. 

The  members  of  the  Association  and  their  friends  who  were 
present  made  a  total  of  120  persons.  The  following  gentlemen 
were  guests  of  the  Association  : 

Seth  Low,  the  Mayor  of  Brooklyn ;  the  Hon.  Wm.  H.  Robertson,  the  Collector 
uf  the  Port  of  New  York  ;  the  Hon.  Wm.  Walter  Phelps,  Judge  John  Hopper  and 
the  Hon.  John  Hill,  of  New  Jersey;  Gen.  Stewart  L.  Woodford  and  Franklin  Allen, 
of  Brooklyn,  and  Joseph  Nimmo,  Jr.,  of  Washington,  Chief  of  the  U.S.  Bureau  of 
Statistics. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Cheney,  the  President  of  the  Association,  being  absent 
on  account  of  the  death  of  a  near  relative,  the  dinner  was  presided 
over  by  Mr.  Richardson,  the  first  Vice-president. 


Opening  Remarks  of  Mr.  Briton  Richardson, 

Gentlemen  (jf  the  Silk  Association  of  America  :  Some  of  you  may  require  me 
to  account  why  I  sit  in  this  chair  to-night.  I  regret  it  as  much  as  you  do.  An  afflic- 
tion in  the  family  of  our  President  has  deprived  us  of  his  presence  here  to-night. 
Instead  of  being  at  the  feast  with  us  he  has  been  at  a  funeral  this  afternoon,  and  is, 
therefore,  unable  to  join  with  us  in  our  festivities.  T  am  sure  he  has  the  sympathy 
of  all  of  us,  and  those  of  his  immediate  friends  who  are  here  will  convey  our  senti- 
ments to  him. 

During  the  past  year  our  Association  has  strengthened  somewhat  and  has  done 
some  good  work.  The  trade  for  the  past  season,  it  is  true,  has  not  been  what  we 
had  hoped  it  would  be,  not  what  we  are  just  satisfied  with  ;  but  we  hope  for  better 
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times  in  the  future  and  can  at  least  learn  some  valuable  lessons  from  hard  times  and 
adversity.  The  long,  protracted  Winter,  lingering  as  it  does  in  the  lap  of  Spring, 
the  tariff  discussions  and  other  disturbing  elements,  have  been  the  causes  of  our 
disappointment;  but  the  Association  has  been  awake,  and  its  committees  have  been 
hard  at  work  in  regard  to  the  tariff  ;  and,  although  we  have  sacrificed  10%  on  the 
amount  of  protection,  we  have  also  gained  something, — that  is,  in  the  shape  of  hon- 
est valuations — and  we  have  to-day  a  decision  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in 
our  favor  relative  to  charges.  As  we  know,  some  people,  not  content  with  the  re- 
duction of  duty  from  60%  to  50%,  wanted  to  reduce  it  still  further  by  taking  off  all 
the  charges  they  could  possibly  imagine  or  dream  of.  One  man  takes  off  from  a 
net  invoice  of  ribbons  12%  for  the  paper  wrapped  around  it  at  63  cts.  a  pound,  and 
for  pins  two  centimes  a  dozen,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing,  showing  an  ingenuity  which, 
if  turned  to  better  purposes,  would  produce  some  good  results  for  the  man  who 
availed  himself  of  them,  I  am  not  going  to  detain  you,  however,  with  further  re- 
marks on  the  subject,  but  draw  your  attention  at  once  to  the  first  toast  of  the  even- 
ing, one  which  we  shall  all  drink,  I  am  sure,  with  pleasure,  and  that  is 

"The  President  of  the  United  States." 

This  was  responded  to  with  cheers  and  music.  The  Chairman  then  proposed 
the  second  toast : 

"The  Land  of  the  Free,  Where  a  Man  is  a  Man  if  He  is  Willing 

TO  Toil." 

The  Chairman  : — I  would  like,  if  I  dared — and  I  have  been  prompted  to  it  on 
my  right  and  on  my  left — to  call  upon  the  Hon.  Stewart  L,  Woodford  for  a  very 
few  words. 

Response  by  the  Hon.  Stewart  L.  Woodford. 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen:  Once  when  trying  a  cause  against  a  fraudu- 
lent importer  of  foreign  silks  on  an  alleged  under- valuation,  I  sought  to  get  the 
sympathy  of  the  jury  by  telling  them  thai  American  silks  were  all  absolutely  honest. 
And  I  had  fondly  hoped  that  American  silk  makers  and  manufacturers  were  hon- 
est, also.  On  Sunday,  under  the  shadow  of  the  sanctuary,  and  at  the  invitation 
of  the  son  of  one  of  the  deacons  of  the  church  where  I  attend,  I  promised  to  come 
to  this  dinner  on  condition  that  I  should  not  be  called  upon  to  m.ake  a  speech.  He 
accepted  the  condition  and  I  am  here,  and  am  called  on  for  a  speech,  and  thus  the 
honesty  of  the  silk  trade  is  demonstrated.  [Laughter.] 

I  have  been  looking  with  somewhat  of  interest  at  this  genial  company  gathered 
around  your  tables.  I  can  understand  why  Mr.  Richardson  is  here.  I  can  under- 
stand why  Collector  Robertson  is  here,  for  if  he  does  not  mark  up  every  invoice  at 
least  10  %  after  feasting  at  your  table,  he  evidently  does  not  understand  "  high  val- 


THE  SILK  ASSOCIATION  OF  AMERICA.  35 

nation."  [Laughter.]  But  why  the  Mayor  of  my  city  should  be  here,  I  have  been 
unable  to  imagine,  until  I  remembered  what  I  had  thought  during  the  heat  of  the 
canvass  in  Brooklyn  preceding  the  election  was  a  foul  slander.  His  opponents  in- 
sisted upon  it  that  he  was  the  si/k-stocking  candidate  for  the  mayoralty.  [Laughter.] 
I  can  understand  why  my  friend,  the  gifted  and  elegant  Congressman  from  the 
Paterson  district,  is  here,  and  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  the  eloquent 
and  witty  remarks  that  falffrom  his  tongue  to-night  will  be  just  the  kind  that  will 
be  safe  for  the  Paterson  silk-weavers  to  read  to-morrow  morning.  [Applause.]  I 
can  imagine  this  whole  dinner,  but  why  one  should  be  compelled  to  do  honor  to  his 
own  immolation,  and  why  the  public  ofificial  whose  head  has  just  fallen  under  the 
edge  of  the  Presidential  axe  should  be  called  upon  to  speak  for  the  President  and 
country,  is  something  that  passes  my  comprehension.  [Laughter  and  cheers.]  But 
a  soft  answer  has  turned  away  wrath,  and  I  am  profoundly  grateful  for  the  privi- 
lege of  having  agaia  become  a  private  citizen.  Gentlemen,  I  am  now  practising  law 
at  18  ^Vall  Street.  In  the  past  six  years  I  have  become  very  familiar  with  Custom 
House  laws,  and  this  modest  suggestion  of  possible  professional  work  may  fall  in 
with  your  charity  and  my  need  !  [Laughter.] 

But,  jesting  aside,  it  is  very  pleasant  to  be  at  your  table.  It  is  very  pleasant  to 
have  marked  the  wonderful  progress  of  your  industry.  It  is  very  pleasant  to  see  at 
the  head  of  your  table  a  gentleman  of  English  birth  converted  from  his  old  ideas  of 
free  trade  by  his  occupation  as  broker  in  the  city  of  New  York.  [Laughter.]  It  ig 
very  pleasant  to  see  at  your  board  sons  of  that  fair,  beautiful  empire  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Pacific  Sea.  It  is  very  pleasant  to  see  that  American  industry  calls  from 
the  one  side  English  Free-Traders  that  it  may  convert  them,  and  from  tlie  other 
side  Japanese  envoys  that  it  may  deal  with  them  in  the  large  and  growing  eastern 
trade  of  the  future.  [Cheers.]  Our  President  has  given  us  the  added  toast, 
"The  Land  of  the  Free;"  but  I  would  not  for  the  world  suggest  at  this  din- 
ner that  it  should  be  "'The  Land  of  Free  Trade."  [Laughter.]  He  has  spoken 
of  the  burdens  that  have  rested  upon  commerce  and  traffic  for  the  last  twelve 
months.  He  does  not  by  any  means  agree  with  my  friend  Mr.  Beecher,  who  thinks 
that  possibly  an  excessive  tariff  may  have  something  to  do  with  the  troubles  in  your 
trade.  But  now,  with  sincere  thanks  for  the  privilege  of  meeting  you;  with  sin- 
cere desire  that  your  business  may  be  prosperous,  your  factories  busy,  and  your 
looms  full;  with  sincere  desire  that  the  protection  of  to-day  may  lead  to  the  larger 
free  trade  of  the  future,  that  it  may  develop  the  factories  of  this  Union  so  that  we 
may  safely  compete  with  the  looms  of  Lyons  and  Genoa;  and  looking  forward  to  the 
time  when,  bringing  your  raw  material  from  all  lands  under  the  sun,  you  may  here 
weave  fabrics  that  shall  contest  with  the  German,  P>enchman,  Englishman  and 
Italian  for  the  mastery  of  the  markets  of  the  world; — I  give  you  for  my  poor  profes- 
sional toast  : 

"  That  Better  day,  when  the  infancy  of  necessary  Protection  shall  grow  to  the 
manhood  of  assured  Free  Trade."    [Long  and  hearty  applause.] 
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The  Chairman:— Gentlemen:  I  shall  never  despair  again,  I  think,  so  long 
as  I  remember  Gov.  Woodford.  He  vowed  that  all  this  evening  he  would  not 
say  a  word.  He  has  done  a  great  deal  better.  The  next  toast  is:  "The  Con- 
gress OF  THE  United  States,"  and  we  have  with  us  our  long  esteemed,  our 
much  endeared  friend — Honest  John  Hill. 

Response  by  the  Hon.  John  Hill. 
Mr.  Chairman,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Silk  Association  of  America  • 
I  do  not  know  that  I  can  say  anything  here  to-night  that  will  particularly  interest 
any  member  of  this  Association  or  any  member  of  this  audience  gathered  on 
this  occasion,  in  regard  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  We  had  during  the 
past  session,  as  you  all  know,  many  matters  of  great  importance  to  the  people  of  the 
country,  that  consumed  a  great  deal  of  valuable  time  in  their  discussion,  and  Con- 
gress was  the  object  of  a  great  deal  of  comment  by  the  people  and  by  the  press  of  the 
country  because  of  its  great  inactivity  and,  seemingly,  want  of  courage  to  meet  the 
great  issues  before  it.  But,  my  friends,  when  the  time  came  and  they  were  called 
upon  by  the  people  through  the  public  press  to  act,  they  could  not  resist  the  press- 
ure, and  they  did  act,  as  you  well  know,  and  passed  several  bills  that  have  been 
and  will  be  of  great  interest  to  the  people  at  large  all  over  the  country.  I  refer 
to  one  that  reduces  taxation,  I  refer  to  another  in  regard  to  Protection.  I  refer  to 
the  bill  in  regard  to  civil  service,  and  many  others  I  could  name  of  great  importance, 
which  were  crowded  before  Congress  in  the  last  hours  of  the  session,  and  which  they 
did  not  dare  to  neglect,  but  had  to  pass  them  in  obedience  to  the  voice  of  the  people. 
I  don't  know  that  I  can  say  any  thing  more  in  regard  to  what  Congress  did. 
What  they  will  do  in  the  future  we  none  of  us  know,  but  we  hope  for  the  best,  and 
I  believe  we  are  upon  a  basis  carried  out  by  the  last  Congress  that  will  help  the  in- 
coming Congress  and  future  Congresses  to  continue  in  the  same  path  and  upon  the 
same  foundation  thus  builded. 

I  am  glad  to  be  here  to-night  again,  as  it  has  been  my  privilege  on  occasions  gone 
by,  to  meet  with  you  and  to  find,  as  I  do  here,  so  many  gentlemen  who  are 
carrying  on  great  manufacturing  interests.  Only  last  night  I  saw  in  reports  sent 
to  me  from  Trenton  from  the  Bureau  of  Statistics  that  in  our  own  city  of  Paterson 
we  have  at  least  15,000  men  and  women  who  are  receiving  employment  through 
the  various  silk  industries  there  carried  on  by  gentlemen  whom  I  see  around  this 
board  to-night  and  who  are  interested,  not  only  in  the  welfare  of  this  great  Asso- 
ciation and  in  the  enriching  of  themselves  and  getting  return  for  the  capital  they 
have  invested,  but  in  making  others  happy  through  them  by  supplying  the  wants 
of  numerous  famiHes  and  thousands  of  men,  women  and  children  in  that  city  alone. 
This  is  the  work  of  the  Silk  Association,  and  these  various  industries  have  progressed 
steadily  year  by  year,  moving  forward  against  great  difficulties  and  against  great  ad- 
versities; and  I  am  looking  forward  to  the  great  future  when  it  will  stand  in  this  coun- 
try among  the  great  institutions  of  the  country  and  among  the  greatest  industries  of 
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the  United  States.  Last  week  while  in  Washington  I  was  shown  the  first  Record  of 
Congress.  I  found  that  on  the  first  day  of  the  session  seventeen  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  had  appeared  and  been  sworn  in.  and  the  next  day  threie 
more  came,  and  the  next  day  five  more  came  to  be  sworn  in,  among  them  two  from 
New  Jersey;  and  the  oath  required  was  simply:  "I  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  sup- 
port the  Constitution  of  the  United  States."  Now,  they  have  to  take  an  oath  that 
would  cover  nearly  half  a  column  of  a  newspaper.  But  the  reason  of  the  tardiness 
of  those  members  in  the  early  days  of  our  republic  was  the  fact  that  they  were 
obliged  to  come  from  their  homes  on  horseback,  by  stage,  on  foot  and  in  any  way 
they  could,  to  the  city  of  Washington.  Now,  how  different !  With  railroads  at 
every  corner  and  every  crossroad,  through  every  State  and  every  section  of  the 
State,  we  are  able  to  get  a  full  Congress  together  from  all  parts  of  the  country, 
even  the  remotest,  on  the  first  day  of  the  session.  We  are,  indeed,  a  progressive 
countr)%  a  progressive  people,  and  I  believe  that  this  Association  partakes  of  these 
go-ahead  characteristics  of  the  republic,  and  that  the  time  in  the  future  is  to  come 
when  your  power  and  your  influence  in  this  Land  of  the  Free  will  be  felt  and  re- 
spected; and  all  I  have  to  say  in  conclusion  is,  God  speed  you  in  your  work  and 
make  you  successful,  and  may  your  business  be  active  and  very  profitable  for  the 
year  to  come. 

The  Chairman — The  next  toast,  gentlemen,  is 

**  The  Public  Service  and  its  bearing  on  the  Silk  Industry," 
in  response  to  which  our  friend  Judge  Robertson,  the  Collector  of  the  Port,  will  say 
a  few  words. 

Response  by  The  Hon.  W.  H.  Robertson. 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen  : — The  toast  to  which  I  am  requested  to  re- 
spond to-night  consists  of  two  parts  :  ist.  The  Public  Service,  a  question  about 
which  I  am  supposed  .to  know  something,  and  am,  therefore,  inclined  to  defer  its 
consideration  to  another  occasion.  [Laughter.]  Tom  Convin,  as  he  was  familiarly 
called,  while  a  member  of  the  United  States  Senate,  addressed  that  body  for  an 
hour  and  a  half  upon  a  bill  making  an  appropriation  to  the  Cumberland  Road,  and 
during  all  that  time  made  no  allusion  to  the  road  or  the  appropriation  until  he 
was  about  to  sit  down,  and  then  only  said  that  when  he  next  obtained  the  floor  of 
the  Senate  he  would  discuss  the  question  of  that  appropriation.  [Laughter.]  Now 
when  I  get  the  floor  at  the  next  Annual  Dinner  of  this  Association  I  will  discuss 
the  question  of  public  service  with  great  pleasure.  [Applause.]  Henry  Ward 
Beecher,  it  is  said,  takes  a  text  as  a  clothes-line  upon  which  to  hang  his  thoughts 
on  other  subjects.  Upon  the  first  branch  of  my  subject,  I  propose  to  hang  two  or 
three  statistical  facts  bearing  upon  the  second  branch  thereof.  I  confess  I  know 
very  little  about  the  silk  industry.    General  Woodford  complains  of  a  breach  of 


38 


THE  SILK  ASSOCIATION  OF  AMERICA. 


promise  made  to  him  by  the  gentleman  who  invited  him  here  to-night,  but  the 
fact  that  he  deemed  it  prudent  to  exact  a  promise  ought  to  have  put  the  General, 
with  his  large  experience  in  these  affairs,  upon  his  guard  against  surprise  on  this 
occasion.  As  for  myself,  I  came  here  without  the  slightest  intimation  that  I  was  to  say 
a  word  upon  any  subject,  and  I  was  much  surprised  when  the  President  first  request- 
ed me  to  speak.  It  is  with  great  diffidence  that  I  refer  to  statistics  in  the  presence  of 
the  distinguished  Chief  (Mr.  Nimmo,)  of  the  Bureau  of  Statistics  at  Washington. 
I  shall  not  therefore  attempt  to  give  exact  figures,  but  speak  in  round  numbers,  and 
as  accurately  as  possible  under  the  cicumstances.  Now,  Gentlemen,  the  silk  culture 
and  the  silk  manufacture  are  not  new  industries  in  the  United  States.  Long  before 
the  Revolution,  silk  was  produced  in  considerable  quantities  in  various  places  in  this 
country.  More  than  200  years  ago  a  robe  of  the  greatest  magnificence  and  splendor 
was  made  for  one  of  the  Kings  of  England  from  silk  produced  in  Virginia.  A 
little  later  another  robe  of  elegance  and  skilful  construction  was  made  for  one  of 
the  Queens  of  England  from  silk  produced  in  Georgia  ;  and  about  the  same  time 
a  magnificent  dress  was  made  for  a  lady  of  the  royal  family  of  England  from  silk 
produced  in  South  Carolina.  Not  a  great  while  #after  that,  two  suits — coat  and 
stockings — were  made  from  silk  produced  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  and  they 
were  worn  on  great  public  occasions,  one  by  the  Governor  of  that  State  and  the 
other  by  the  President  of  Yale  College.  When  the  Revolution  came  to  an  end  there 
seemed  to  be  a  suspension  of  the  culture  and  manufacture  of  silk  in  this  country, 
and  that  continued  for  more  than  half  a  xentury,  when  there  occurred  a  sort  of 
spasmodic  effort  to  revive  both  the  culture  and  manufacture,  and  that  lasted  about 
ten  years,  and  was  followed  by  another  almost  total  suspension.  In  i860  both  cul- 
ture and  manufacture  again  revived,  and  since  that  time,  the  latter  has  steadily  in- 
creased till  the  value  of  the  annual  production  of  manufactured  silk  is  $35,000,000. 
We  have  somewhere  near  400  factories  in  this  country,  which  employ  nearly  35,000 
men  and  pay  them  about  $10,000,000  annually. 

Now,  the  State  of  New  Jersey — and  I  see  quite  a  number  of  gentlemen  here 
from  that  State — takes  the  lead  in  the  manufacture  of  silk.  New  York  comes  next, 
and  those  two  States  manufacture  more  than  two-thirds  of  all  the  silk  manufactured 
in  this  country  and  employ  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  capital  and  more  than  two- 
thirds  of  the  labor.  There  are  only  four  or  five  other  States  that  manufacture  silk 
largely  :  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  Pennsylvania,  and,  I  believe,  California.  All 
the  other  States  together  manufacture  very  little.  Of  course,  the  silk  produced 
in  this  country  is  but  a  very  small  portion  of  the  silk  raised  throughout  the  whole 
world.  I  believe  that  the  value  of  raw  silk  annually  produced  in  all  countries  is 
abont  $220,000,000.  One-third  of  that  is  furnished  by  China  alone,  and  more 
than  two-thirds  by  Asia. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  all  I  desire  to  say  further  is  that  it  is  my  earnest  wish  to 
express  my  warm  wishes  that  the  silk  industries  of  this  country  may  flourish  and 
increase  until  the  members  of  this  Association  shall  be  able  to  supply  every  de- 
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mand  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  for  the  manufactured  article.  [Applause.] 

The  Chairman  : — We  have  at  times  been  very  much  indebted  to  the  State  of 
New  Jersey,  to  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Nev^  Jersey,  which  has  been  so 
much  alive  to  the  interests  of  silk  industry.  I  remember  three  or  four  or  five  years 
ago  there  was  a  delegation  from  the  Silk  Association  of  America  in  Washington, 
and  there  was  a  little  bit  of  a  hitch  there,  and  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey  both 
in  the  House  and  the  Senate  promptly  passed  resolutions  calling  upon  their  delega- 
tion in  W^ashington — the  members  in  Congress — to  support  the  requirements  of  the 
Silk  Association  there  ;  and  to  a  man  they  came  into  line  and  supported  what  we 
asked  for  and  we  got  it.  It  is,  therefore,  fitting  that  we  should  drink  to-night  the 
toast  of  "  The  Legislature  of  New  Jersey,"  and  I  will  call  upon  the  Hon.  John 
Hopper,  of  Paterson,  to  respond  to  it.  [Applause.] 


Response  of  the  Hon.  John  Hopper. 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Silk  Association  of  America  : — 
The  only  reason  why  I  am  called  upon  to  respond  to  this  toast  is  this  :  that  the  seat 
I  occupy  was  assigned  to  a  successor  of  mine  in  the  Senate  of  New  Jersey — the 
Hon.  Mr.  Hobart — who,  unfortunately,  is  not  present ;  and  the  responsibility  of 
replying  for  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey  is  accordingly  put  upon  my  shoulders. 
I  am  greatly  obliged  to  the  courtesy  of  the  acting  President  of  this  Association  for 
the  invitation  to  be  present  upon  this  occasion.  I  don't  know  that  I  can  say  much 
in  behalf  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey  for  the  last  few  years, 
simply  because  I  have  not  been  an  active  member  of  that  body  for  the  last  seven 
years.  I  left  the  Senate  of  New  Jersey  seven  years  ago,  having  served  in  that  hon- 
orable position  for  six  years,  and  I  can  say  up  to  that  time  there  was  no  legislation 
of  the  ^:"tate  that  was  ever  anything  but  conducive  to  the  interests  of  the  State.  I 
do  not  think  there  was  anything  in  their  legislation  that  could  have  been  found  fault 
with  by  any  one,  either  native  or  non-native.  I  know  there  were  very  many  criti- 
cisms passed  upon  the  legislation  of  New  Jersey  from  time  to  time  by  foreigners,  if 
I  may  so  call  those  gentlemen  that  cai^ie  into  our  States  from  other  States  ;  but  the 
reason  of  it  was  that  they  did  not  understand  the  institutions  of  the  State  of  New 
Jersey  as  our  own  native  citizens  did.  [Applause.]  But  I  can  say  this  for  New 
Jersey  :  that  I  defy  any  criticism  upon  the  action  of  the  legislators  that  ever  inter- 
fered with  the  private  rights  of  her  citizens,  either  of  persons  or  property,  which 
are  the  object  of  all  laws.  Many  criticisms  have  been  passed  from  time  to  time 
upon  our  legislation  in  relation  to  our  railroad  corporations,  and  I  beg  leave  to  state 
here  that  there  has  never  been  any  legislation  upon  that  subject  which  was  not  con- 
ducive to  the  best  interests  of  the  State  and  of  her  citizens.  Now,  although  there 
has  been  considerable  comment  of  late  upon  the  subject  of  monopolies,  I  beg  leave 
to  state  that  since  the  Camden  and  Amboy  monopoly  by  its  own  free  will  was  abro- 
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gated,  there  has  been  no  monopoly  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey  further  than  that 
which  a  man  has  with  respect  to  his  farm  or  to  his  house  :  viz. ,  that  no  other  person 
has  the  right  to  interfere  with  them.  [Applause.]  There  is  one  act  of  legislation 
which  I  desire  here  to  criticise — I  have  done  so  privately  and  do  not  hesitate  to  do 
so  in  public — and  that  is  an  Act  passed  by  the  Legislature  last  winter  prescribing  the 
ages  at  which  children  shall  be  employed  in  our  factories.  I  know  perfectly  well 
from  representations  made  to  me  that  that  act  will  work  great  injury  to  the  fac- 
tories ;  but  I  condemn  it  upon  a  broader  principle  ;  that  it  is  an  improper  interfer- 
ence between  the  rights  of  parents  and  children,  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  here 
that  those  who  advocated  and  voted  for  that  measure  in  our  Legislature  will  very 
soon  cry  "  peccavi  !  " 

Now,  Mr.  President,  as  brevity  is  the  soul  of  wit,  I  mean  to  make  my  remarks 
very  short.  I  desire,  however,  with  your  permission,  to  say  something  about  the  silk 
manufacturing  interests  in  the  city  of  Paterson.  [Applause.]  I  have  lived  there 
ever  since  1835.  At  that  time  such  a  thing  as  manufacturing  silk  in  the  city  of 
Paterson  was  unknown  and  unheard  of.  It  was  about  1839  that  a  gentleman  who 
was  about  my  age  and  with  whom  I  was  perfectly  familiar — Mr.  Christopher  Colt, 
the  brother  of  Mr.  Samuel  Colt  (who  was  the  patentee,  although  it  was  always  sug- 
gested that  it  was  very  doubtful  whether  he  was  the  inventor,  of  the  revolving  rifle 
and  pistol) — came  to  Paterson,  and  in  the  gun  mill,  as  it  was  called  there,  started  a 
little  silk  business,  employing  perhaps  thirty  or  thirty-five  hands  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  sewing-silk.  He  was  never  a  very  thrifty  man  in  business,  and  he  contin- 
ued it  for  some  three  or  four  months  only,  when  his  machines  were  purchased  by 
a  man  named  Murray,  who  sent  Mr.  John  Ryle,  who  was  in  his  employment  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  to  Paterson  for  the  purpose  of  examining  those  machines.  He 
purchased  them  and  then  started  business,  and  Mr.  Ryle  continued  the  silk  manu- 
facturing business  in  the  city  of  Paterson  under  Mr.  Murray  ;  and  that  was  about 
the  start  of  the  silk  industry  there. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  it  is  not  for  me  to  delineate  before  this  assemblage  of  intel- 
ligent silk  manufacturers  the  immense  extension  of  that  business  in  the  city  of 
Paterson.  It  employs  there  some  15,000  or  16,000  people,  men,  women  and  chil- 
dren, and  I  recollect  perfectly  well — and  those  who  are  here  from  the  city  will  bear 
me  out  in  the  assertion— that  that  business  from  1863  to  1866  was  about  all  that 
sustained  our  laboring  people  in  Paterson.  [Applause.]  We  all  know  that.  I  do 
not  mean  to  speak  from  a  party  standpoint ;  I  am  not  a  party  man  here  ;  but  I 
want  to  say  this  now  in  relation  to  the  subject  of  protection — that  some  of  our 
Democrats — particularly  these  New  York  Democrats — are  so  anxious  to  decry. 
They  say  that  all  the  protection  upon  our  imported  goods  is  so  much  tax  upon  the 
consumer.  Now,  I  was  married  in  1840  in  the  same  house  I  live  in  to-day,  and  I 
recollect  perfectly  well  in  my  early  married  life  that  I  paid  $5.00  a  yard  for  the  silk 
for  my  wife's  gown.  [Applause  and  laughter.]  She  tells  me  to-day  that  the  highest 
price  for  that  same  grade  of  goods  is  from  $3.00  to  $3.50.    If  that  is  a  tax  upon 
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the  consumer  I  am  willing  to  stand  by  Protection.  [Applause.] 

The  Chairman: — The  next  toast,  gentlemen,  is  one  we  shall  all  take  pleasure  in. 
My  friend,  General  Woodford,  took  some  exception  to  the  presence  of  the  Mayor 
of  Brooklyn  at  this  board.  Here  he  is  "  bone  of  our  bone,  and  flesh  of  our  flesh." 
[Applause.]    He  was  one  of  us  before  he  was  Mayor  of  Brooklyn.    The  toast  is, 

"The  United  Cities  of  Brooklyn  and  New  York," — and  I  call  upon  Mayor 
Low  to  respond.    [Three  cheers.] 

Response  by  the  Hon.  Seth  Low.  . 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Silk  Association  of  America  : — I 
have  not  come  here  to-night  with  a  speech  upon  my  lips  or  a  manuscript  in  my 
pocket,  referring  to  the  toast.  I  believe  it  was  about  a  fortnight  ago  in  this  very 
room,  after  a  dinner,  that  the  question  of  uniting  the  two  cities  was  first  mooted, 
and  the  present  seems  to  me  a  very  proper  occasion  to  continue  the  discussion.  But 
there  is  one  very  important  point  that  must  first  of  all  be  settled  before  an  official 
of  Brooklyn  can  undertake  to  discuss  that  question  at  length,  and  that  is  the  political 
basis  of  the  union.  I  take  it  for  granted  that  we  should  not  object  to  some  such  scheme 
as  this  :  that  Brooklyn  should  do  the  governing  and  New  York  should  furnish  the 
taxes.  [Laughter.]  I  believe  the  New  York  papers  have  already  indicated  some 
such  arrangement  as  possibly  in  view  at  this  moment.  Brooklyn  stands  ready  to  fur- 
nish an  Emigration  Commissioner,  and  all  it  desires  from  New  York  is  to  pay  for  an 
Aqueduct.  [Laughter.]  At  least,  so  it  is  intimated.  I  know  not  whether  the  truth 
be  so.  And,  yet,  I  am  not  here  to  talk  in  this  company  as  the  representative  of  a 
city.  When  I  reflect  upon  the  task  which  your  President  set  for  Mr.  Hill — to  answer 
for  the  Congress  of  the  United  States — I  know  that  one  ought  not  to  shrink  from 
answering  for  the  Cities  of  New  York  and  Brooklyn.  It  is  a  comparatively  easy  mat- 
ter. [Laughter.]  Still  at  this  time  and  in  this  presence  I  do  not  want  to  speak  as 
an  ofiicial.  I  find  myself  here,  out  of  the  novel  scenes  which  have  occupied  my  life 
for  the  last  18  months,  back  again  in  the  midst  of  old  friends,  and  I  rejoice  to  see 
the  faces  of  so  many  who  have  got  the  better  of  me  in  a  bargain.  [Laugh- 
ter.] I  am  compelled  to  admit  in  the  same  breath  that  I  see  a  great  many  faces 
that  I  do  not  know.  Where  there  used  to  be  a  man  here  and  there  who  was 
strange  to  me,  now  I  feel  that  I  myself  am  a  stranger. 

In  connection  with  the  great  bridge  there  is  one  thought  somewhat  in  the  line  of 
the  trade,  that  I  would  Hke  to  throw  out  at  this  time.  In  the  Eastern  District 
of  our  city  they  are  talking  of  connecting  themselves  with  New  York  in  some  material 
way.  They  held  one  meeting,  I  am  told,  where  the  parties  were  about  equally  di- 
vided, some  desiring  a  bridge  and  some  desiring  a  tunnel.  Some  one  suggested — I 
know  him — that  it  would  be  very  well  to  divide  and  continue  to  use  the  ferry-boats. 
[Laughter.]    I  would  like  to  make  the  suggestion  that  the  cables  of  that  new  bridge 
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should  be  made  of  silk,  [Applause.]  I  recollect  how  I  used  to  stand  here  and  tell 
you  that  silk,  I  believed,  was  the  strongest  fabric  in  the  world.  I  had  read  some- 
where that,  size  for  size,  it  was  even  stronger  than  iron,  and  if  you  have  any  of  the 
foresight  of  the  political  man  you  will  see  the  leading  gentlemen  in  this  new  bridge 
enterprise  before  they  are  committed  either  to  iron  or  steel.  [Applause.] 

I  see  one  face  before  me  here  that  I  do  recognize.  The  gentleman  will  excuse  me 
for  referring  to  him  by  name,  for  he  has  himself  done  so  extraordinary  a  thing  that  I 
cannot  help  it.  Mr.  Johnson,  who  made  Beaver  Street  a  silk  locality — for  I  don't 
know  how  many  years  before  I  was  born — I  am  told  has  moved  up  to  Mercer 
Street.  As  I  reflect  upon  the  location  of  his  new  office  and  that  of  Brother  Richardson 
here,  I  cannot  help  recalling  an  anecdote  that  the  distinguished  clergyman  of 
Brooklyn,  who  has  already  been  referred  to,  once  told  of  what  he  thought  must  have 
been  the  expression  of  his  father,  the  Rev.  Lyman  Beecher,  when  he  met  Dr.  Chan  - 
ning  in  Heaven.  You  remember  that  when  both  of  those  distinguished  clergymen 
were  in  the  flesh  they  carried  on  a  very  bitter  and  prolonged  controversy,  one  sus- 
taining the  orthodox  championship  and  the  other  the  unitarian.  The  son  of  the  Rev. 
Lyman  Beecher  expressed  himself  as  certain  that  both  of  them  had  met  in  Heaven, 
and  he  thought  his  father  when  he  saw  Dr.  Channing  must  have  said  "what  !  ytn/ 
here?  and  me,  too  !"  [Laughter.]  I  cannot  give  better  expression  to  what  I  fancy 
must  have  been  Brother  Richardson's  sentiments  when  Mr.  Johnson  became  his 
neighbor.  [Laughter.] 

I  think  the  first  toast  of  the  evening  said  something  about  this  being  ' '  the  land  of 
the  free  "  for  all  who  would  labor.  Is  that  the  idea?  Or,  "  where  a  man  is  a  man  if 
he  is  willing  to  toil."  It  reminded  me  for  the  moment  of  the  young  lady  of  New 
York,  who  was  told  by  an  English  girl  of  her  acquaintance  that  she  did  not 
like  America  because  we  didn't  have  any  gentlemen.  "Why,"  said  the  New 
Yorker,  "what  do  you  mean  by  '  gentlemen  '  ?"  "Oh,  I  mean,"  was  the  reply, 
"  some  whose  fathers  and  grandfathers  never  did  any  work."  "Oh,  yes,"  said  the 
New  York  girl,  "  we  have  them  here,  but  here  we  call  them  tramps-  "  [Laughter.] 
So  that  you  see,  gentlemen,  there  is  a  good  deal  of  difference  in  the  definition,  ac- 
cording to  the  place  where  you  apply  it. 

There  is  only  one  other  word  that  I  want  to  say  to  you,  and  that  is  to  reiterate  what  I 
was  fond  of  speaking  when  I  met  with  you  more  frequently.  You  have  been  told 
that  in  the  city  of  Paterson  there  are  15,000  people  employed  in  the  silk  mills  alone. 
I  am  glad  to  say  that  from  all  the  speakers  to-night  I  have  not  heard  once  used  a 
word  that  is  not  uncommonly  employed  in  connection  with  manufacture,  but  which 
I  very  much  dislike  to  hear,  and  that  is  the  word  "  hands."  Some  would  have  said 
that  there  were  15,000  hands  employed  in  those  factories.  It  has  been  said 
that  the  Germans  conquered  the  French  in  the  last  war  because  they  had  a  "  think- 
ing bayonet, "  and  it  is  certainly  true  that  if  the  United  States  of  America  are  to  compete 
with  the  world  in  the  direction  of  manufactures,  it  is  going  to  be  because  their  fac- 
tories are  filled  with  people  who  think,  and  not  with  "  hands."  [Applause.]   And  I 
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want  to  impress  it  upon  you,  as  people  who  employ  the  labor  of  your  fellow-men, 
that  you  do  not  feel  your  duty  to  be  done  when  you  pay  them  their  weekly  wages,  for 
which  they  give  you  their  return  of  labor  ;  but  that  you  treat  them  as  men  and 
women,  and  try  to  advance  their  condition  in  life  in  every  way  within  your  power. 
[Prolonged  applause.] 

The  Chairman: — Gentlemen,  the  next  toast  may  with  propriety  be  called  the 
toast  of  the  evening.    It  is 

"The  Silk  Association  of  America," 
and  our  friend,  the  Hon.  Wm,  Walter  Phelps,  has  been  kind  enough  to  say  that  he 
would  respond  to  it. 

Response  of  the  Hon.  William  Walter  Phelps. 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen  : — I  fear  I  have  broken  two  resolutions.  I 
had  resolved  that  I  would  not  attend  this  meeting.  I  broke  that  resolution  from 
curiosity — that  desire  to  obtain  information  which  is  said  to  be  the  source  of  all 
wisdom — for  I  wanted  to  learn  what  kind  of  men  the  members  of  the  Silk  Associ- 
ation of  America  were.  The  other  resolution  that  I  made  and  that  I  broke  was 
that  if  I  did  come  I  would  not  speak.  I  felt  sure  that  it  would  not  be  necessary 
for  me  to  speak,  for  early  in  the  week  I  met  my  friend  General  Woodford,  who  told 
me  he  was  down  for  the  principal  toast  of  the  evening  ;  [Great  laughter,]  that 
it  was  mainly  a  collection  of  Brooklyn  men  and  friends  of  his;  [Laughter,]  that  he 
had  made  up  his  mind  what  he  should  say  and  that  he  thought  there  would  be  money  in 
it.  [Great  laughter.]  I  hope,  gentlemen,  that  there  will  be.  [Laughter.]  You 
can't  tell  when  I  broke  this  second  resolution,  gentlemen,  and  broke  it  if  as  it  were  a 
thread  of  cotton  or  of  wool.  It  was  when  your  accomplished  chairman  this  evening 
asked  me  to  speak. 

My  curiosity  to  see  the  members  of  the  Silk  Association  of  America  arose — if  I  may 
speak  with  entire  confidence  to  this  gathering  of  my  fellow-citizens — from  the  fact 
that  I  have  had  a  most  sad  experience,  and  actually  did  not  know  a  single  member 
of  the  Association  except  those  who  belonged  to  New  Jersey.  This  was  a  pretty 
hard  lot  forme  and  for  the  Association  too,  for — although  you  don't  know  it,  gentle- 
men,— seeing  how  many  honors  have  been  captured  in  this  association  by  them, 
yet  I  know  that  the  silk  men  of  New  Jersey  are  a  very  poor  lot,  these  honors  to  the 
contrary',  notwithstanding. 

Mark,  gentlemen,  how  plain  a  tale  shall  prove  the  accusation  which  I  make  thus 
publicly  and  in  their  presence.  I  say  they  are  most  impatient.  The  first  time  I 
ever  met  them — and  that  time  I  did  not  meet  them — was  when  they  came  to  my 
house  in  Washington  after  I  had  been  elected  a  member  of  Congress.  I  was  a 
young  man  and  had  an  exalted  conception  of  the  high  position  to  which  I  had  been 
elevated.    They  called  early  in  the  morning  and  I  was  just  going  down  to  break- 
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fast.  I  sent  word  to  them  through  the  servant,  with  my  compliments,  that  I  would 
be  glad  to  see  them  when  I  was  through  with  my  breakfast.  Would  you  believe  it, 
gentlemen  ?  such  was  the  impatience  of  these  associates  of  yours  that,  as  I  heard 
the  bad  language  with  which  this  message  was  received,  it  occurred  to  me  that  they 
must  have  wanted  me  to  give  them  something  better  than  compliments — possibly 
their  breakfast — because,  as  near  as  I  could  tell  as  they  went  out  of  the  door,  they 

said  something  to  the  effect  that  "  they  would  see  me  first,"  and  they  went 

out  with  a  bang.    [Laughter.]    Now,  if  that  is  not  impatience,  what  is  ? 

Worse  than  this,  gentlemen.  Not  only  are  they  impatient,  but — I  say  it  with 
great  pain — they  are  an  unpatriotic  set  who  have  no  sincere  love  for  their  country. 
Last  Fall  there  was  an  election  in  New  Jersey.  It  was  not  an  aldermanic  election, 
at  least  it  did  not  seem  so  to  me.  The  welfare  of  the  country  was  at  stake.  The 
perpetuity  of  republican  institutions  was  threatened.  The  very  existence  of  our 
liberties  was  in  jeopardy.  Now  they  cannot  come  here  and  say  they  did  not  know 
the  imminence  of  the  danger,  for  I  told  them  of  it  myself.  I  told  it  in  their  opera 
house,  in  every  ward  of  their  city,  and,  notwithstanding  this  appeal  to  their  patri- 
otism, what  do  you  suppose  they  did  ?  Did  they  send  me  a  dozen  of  silk  handker- 
chiefs with  which  I  could  wipe  the  sweat  of  eloquence  from  my  brow  ?  Not  a  handker- 
chief. Did  they  send  me  a  silk  flag  of  pearly  white,  in  the  centre  of  which  were 
woven,  with  all  the  skill  of  Jacquard,  and  in  the  rainbow  tints  of  aniline  dyes,  words 
of  inspiration  to  victory  ?  Not  a  flag.  Did  they  bring  their  healthy  and  homely  bodies 
to  crowd  my  meeting  ?  Not  a  body.  Did  they  send  me  a  check  to  pay  for  my  bands  of 
music,  my  speakers  and  my  rooms  ?  Not  a  check.  What  they  did  do  was  to  take 
their  handsome  bodies  to  another  meeting  and  to  send  their  checks  to  another  fel- 
low ;  and  in  that  meeting  of  theirs  they  urged  their  fellow-citizens  to  destroy  the 
welfare  of  their  country,  to  hasten  the  fall  of  American  institutions,  to  destroy  that 
liberty  of  which  we  are  all  so  fond.  Instigated  by  these  improper  motives,  gentle- 
men, the  country  was  saved  again  only  by  a  divine  interposition.  They  hired  the 
room,  they  hired  the  music ;  but,  alas  !  gentlemen,  they  did  not  hire  the  speakers. 
[Laughter.]  They  did  their  own  speaking  and  this  furnished  the  only  means  by 
which  the  country  was  saved  and  their  candidate  was  defeated.  [Laughter.] 

Now,  gentlemen,  when  I  think  of  what  was  the  result  when  two  of  your  Vice- 
presidents,  tempted,  as  I  may  say,  by  the  devil,  thus  imperilled  the  existence  of  the 
country,  there  occurs  to  me  a  problem  which  no  fellow  could  possibly  understand. 
There  was  a  Third  Vice-president,  a  man  of  sublime  and  magnificent  presence,  a 
man  of  the  greatest  patience  and  intelligence,  who,  I  heard,  said  that  the  Silk  Asso- 
ciation was  making  a  mistake  and  instead  of  supporting  their  own  member  and 
friend,  they  might  a  great  deal  better  support  the  opposition  candidate.  As  soon  as 
my  committee  heard  this,  they  telegraphed  and  offered  him  a  chance  to  speak. 
It  was  on  a  Thursday  morning,  and  my  telegram  got  no  answer.  They  sent  a  sec- 
ond telegram  Friday  asking  him  when  he  could  come  and  speak,  and  they  got  no 
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answer.  They  sent  a  third  telegram  to  know  if  he  would  speak  at  all,  and  it  brought 
this  reply  : 

"  Please  stop  telegraphing.  I  have  not  received  a  single  one  of  your  telegram.^. 
Richardson." 

Now,  gentlemen,  if  two  of  your  Vice-presidents,  speaking  for  Mr.  Ryle,  caused 
his  defeat,  who  would  have  been  the  Congressman  of  this  Fifth  Congressional  Dis- 
trict, if  Mr.  Richardson  in  carrying  out  his  project  had  come  to  speak  for  me7 
[Laughter.]    That,  I  submit,  is  one  of  those  problems  which  no  fellow  can  solve. 

And  yet,  gentlemen,  notwithstanding  all  these  inflictions  which  I  have  had  heaped 
upon  me,  I  s*ill  believe  in  the  Silk  Association  of  America.  I  remember  that  once 
at  a  prayer-meeting  at  Mr.  Beecher's  church,  at  the  time  when  his  latest  craze  was 
the  propriety  and  advisability  of  women  prayipg  in  meeting,  a  woman  arose,  to  his 
great  delight,  at  the  very  beginning  of  the  morning  hour  ;  a  woman  who  had  the 
gift  of  continuance.  [Laughter.]  She  prayed,  gentlemen,  in  a  way  which  would 
astonish  you;  she  prayed  for  Adam  and  for  Eve  ;  she  prayed  for  Abraham  and  for 
Isaac  ;  she  prayed  for  Samuel  and  for  Saul  ;  she  prayed  for  David  and  for  Jonathan ; 
she  prayed  for  Caesar  and  for  Cicero  ;  she  prayed  for  Charlemagne  and  for  Nap- 
oleon ;  she  prayed  for  Robespierre  and  for  Danton  ;  she  prayed  for  Richardson ; 
and  she  prayed  for  Woodford  ;  and  the  clock  struck  the  expiration  of  the  hour. 
She  had  held  the  floor  all  through  the  meeting,  and  as  Mr.  Beecher  rose  and  lifted 
his  hands  for  the  benediction  which  should  close  the  meeting,  he  said,  before  pro- 
nouncing the  solemn  words  :  Nevertheless,  brethren,  I  still  think  that  women 
should  pray  in  meeting."  [Laughter.] 

Nevertheless,  gentlemen,  I  still  think  that  I  shall  stand  by  the  Silk  Association  of 
America,  and  that  especially  I  shall  stand  by  the  Silk  Association  so  far  as  it  is  repre- 
sented in  Paterson.  [Applause.]  And  I  shall  stand  by  all  those  gentlemen  who 
paid  their  own  bills  and  did  their  own  speaking  and  sought  to  elect  my  opponent ; 
and  I  shall  stand  by  them  because  I  believe  them  and  know  them  to  be  good  citi- 
zens, good  gentlemen,  and  good  friends  ;  and  I  propose  at  the  expiration  of  my  time, 
if  my  health  shall  have  permitted  me,  to  satisfy  them  that  if  they  did  not  get  their 
own  friend  they  got  the  next  best.  [Applause.]  I  am  going  to  say  at  every  meet- 
ing of  this  Association  and  whenever  and  wherever  the  interests  of  this  Association 
come  up,  what  Mr.  Low  has  suggested — that  silk  is  stronger  than  iron,  that  it  is 
warmer  than  wool,  and  I  shall  stand  up  for  it  everywhere,  on  the  floor  of  the 
House,  in  public  and  in  private,  provided,  always,  and  with  this  exception,  that  when 
I  go  to  an  association  for  the  protection  of  iron  I  must  tell  them  that  their  iron  is 
as  beautiful  as  silk  and  as  soft  as  wool  ;  and  to  a  woolen  association  I  must  do  full 
credit  to  the  merits  of  that  great  branch  of  American  industry,  for  there  are  none 
of  you  so  ignorant  as  not  to  know  that  in  the  Fifth  District  of  New  Jersey  not  only 
are  the  citizens  supported  by  the  silk  mills,  but  there  are  also  large  industries  in  iron 
and  in  wool,  and  that  a  politician  who  should  dare  to  forget  either — but  we  could  not 
forget  either,  any  more  than  a  man  who  has  received  a  bullet  in  his  lung  could  forget 
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iron,  or  any  more  than  a  man  who  has  had  the  wool  pulled  over  his  eyes  could  forget 
wool.  But,  with  that  proviso,  I  expect  always  and  earnestly  to  work  for  the  interests 
of  the  silk  industry,  to  work  for  the  interests  of  the  iron  industry,  to  work  for  the  in- 
terests of  the  woolen  industry,  believing  that  in  the  prosperity  of  the  three  I  shall 
more  easily  attain  the  object  which  in  my  brief  and  inconspicuous  public  life  has 
always  been  dearest  to  my  heart,  and  to  which  I  wish  to  give  the  best  of  my 
strength — the  prosperity  of  all. 

I  believe,  gentlemen,  that  capital  everywhere  is  able  to  take  care  of  itself,  that 
culture  everywhere  is  able  to  take  of  itself ;  but  the  poor  man  who  labors  at  the  loom 
and  in  the  mine  has  no  protection  except  the  confidence,  which,  God  grant,  he  may 
not  always  find  wrongly  placed,  in  the  representative  whom  he  has  sent  to  the  halls  of 
legislation  to  stand  up  for  him.  [Applause.]  Other  things  being  equal,  I  claim  that 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  legislator,  whatever  his  sympathies,  to  recognize  that  labor  goes 
into  the  struggle  handicapped,  and  when  any  matter  of  legislation  comes  up  for  his 
decision  and  action  and  there  is  a  doubt,  the  doubt  shall  ever  be  given  in  favor  of 
the  poor  man  and  of  the  laborer.  Whatever  may  be  the  value  of  the  theories  of  the 
schools,  I  propose  to  vote  every  time,  regularly,  consistently  and  steadily,  not  for 
protection  for  revenue,  but  for  protection  to  the  laboring  man.  And  I  shall  urge 
always  that  the  manufacturer  everywhere  shall  be  forced  to  pay  his  operative  wages 
upon  which  he  may  maintain  a  fair  American  life,  [Applause,]  which  shall  enable 
him  to  maintain — as,  thank  God,  the  American  laborer  has  been  able  to  do  up  to 
this  time — a  home  in  which  there  shall  be  decency  and  peace  and  comfort  and  intelli- 
gence. 

Gentlemen,  members  of  the  Silk  Association,  fellow-citizens  of  America,  I  have 
had  occasion  to  live  in  various  parts  of  the  world,  sometimes  in  public,  sometimes  in 
private  station  ;  but  I  have  yet  to  see  the  foreign  land  in  which  I  could  live  with  any 
comfort  or  with  any  peace,  for  I  have  yet  to  see  the  land  outside  of  the  limits  of  our 
own  happy  country,  where  the  man  who  toiled  with  his  hands  could  have  his  home. 
And  it  is  the  duty  of  us  all  to  see  that  this  shall  continue  to  be  the  boast  and  glory 
of  America,  thanks  to  that  protection  to  American  industry  which  started  at  the 
beginning  of  our  country,  which  was  supported  at  first  by  all  its  patriotic  sons  and 
afterwards  by  those  whose  names  are  dearest  and  best  under  the  test  of  time;  and 
that  we  shall  maintain  this  policy,  and  the  result  shall  be  that  everywhere,  the 
American  laborer  shall  have — if  he  is  willing  to  toil  and  be  not  a  tramp  and  the  son 
of  a  tramp — a  home  in  which  his  daughters  shall  have  the  opportunities  of  virtue  and 
his  sons  the  opportunity  of  honest  and  remunerative  labor.  [Applause.] 

I  am  through,  gentlemen,  with  but  one  single  allusion,  which  is  the  tribute  that 
modesty  never  fails  to  win  at  the  hand  of  an  American  audience.  You  will  have 
noticed  that  my  honored  predecessor,  in  making  a  most  excellent  defence  from 
the  Congress  in  which  he  was  one  of  the  honest  and  useful  members,  catalogued 
a  number  of  achievements;  but  the  greatest  achievement  of  that  Congress  was  un- 
mentioned  through  the  modesty  of  the  man  who  did  not  like  to  announce  a  reform 


THE  SILK  ASSOCIATION  OF  AMERICA.  47 

the  mention  of  which  is  to  suggest  his  own  name.  Hereafter  the  man  who  writes  his 
letters  on  business,  the  father  who  writes  to  his  son,  the  mother  who  writes  to  her 
daughter,  the  young  man  who  writes  to  his  sweetheart  and  the  husband  who  writes 
to  his  wife,  as  he  places  upon  his  letter  a  cheaper  stamp,  will  bless  the  memory  of 
modest  and  honest  John  Hill.  [Applause.] 
The  Chairman: — The  next  regular  toast  is 

"Our  Sister  Societies," 

more  particularly  the  silk  industry  of  Paterson  and  the  Paterson  Board  of  Trade  ; 
and  I  will  call  upon  our  friend  Mr.  Strange,  who  is  President  of  both,  to  respond. 

Response  of  Mr.  William  Strange. 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen  : — It  is  very  unfortunate  for  me  that  none  of 
the  previous  speakers  have  made  any  mention  of  the  Silk  Association  of  Paterson 
or  the  Board  of  Trade.  I  do  not  know  why  they  did  not,  but  it  throws  me  entirely 
upon  my  own  resources.  Other  gentlemen  have  had  the  opportunity  of  taking  the 
remarks  of  Henry  Ward  Beecher  for  a  text,  but  I  have  not.  [Laughter.] 

One  hundred  years  ago  Paterson  did  not  exist,  and  therefore  neither  the  Board  ■> 
of  Trade  of  Paterson  nor  the  Silk  Association  of  Paterson  had  any  existence. 
I  don't  know  why,  but  they  did  not.  And  yet  it  is  not  quite  so  long  ago  as 
that ;  for  Alexander  Hamilton  first  conceived  the  idea  of  converting  the  banks  of  the 
Passaic  into  a  manufacturing  city  in  1791,  and  I  suppose,  gentlemen,  you  are  all  glad 
of  that  because  it  makes  my  story  so  much  the  shorter.  [Laughter.] 

At  that  time  William  Paterson — you  have  all  heard  of  William  Paterson — was 
the  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  and  out  of  compliment  to  that  gentleman 
this  city  was  named  Paterson.  I  have  always  had  a  great  respect  for  the  Governor 
of  that  time,  because  I  think  he  must  have  been  a  highly  honorable  and  straightfor- 
ward man.  He  evidently  was  liked  by  everybody,  because  all  over  the  world  where- 
ever  the  English  language  is  spoken  you  will  hear  the  inquiry  "who  struck  Billy 
Paterson  ?"  [Applause.]  Now  this  is  the  man  that  we  have  got  to  consider 
to-day. 

Paterson,  as  I  said  before,  originated  the  city  in  the  year  1791.  He  made  a  great 
mistake  in  starting  the  city  before  he  started  the  Board  of  Trade,  for  I  think  the  city 
would  have  made  a  great  deal  more  progress  than  it  has  if  that  had  not  been  neg- 
lected, because  the  great  brilliancy  of  Paterson  originates  from  the  Board  of  Trade 
and  the  Silk  Association.  [Applause  and  laughter.]  If  it  had  not  been  for  both 
of  those  organizations  there  would  not  have  been  much  of  a  city,  and  I  don't  think 
it  was  thought  by  many  when  Paterson  was  first  started  on  the  banks  of  the  Passaic 
that  the  city  would  ever  grow  to  its  present  dimensions,  for  it  is  to-day  the  rival  of 
Basle  and  Lyons. 

Boston  is  nowhere,  because  to-day  the  hub  of  the  universe  is  the  city  of  Paterson. 
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No  doubt  about  that,  gentlemen.  [Applause.]  The  citizens  of  Paterson  are  noted 
for  their  modesty.  [Hear  !  hear!]  And  yet  we  hear  of  Paterson  all  over  the  world. 
New  York — well,  there  are  some  people  who  know  something  about  New  York,  but 
there  are  very  few  indeed  who  will  admit  that  they  never  heard  of  Paterson,  It  is 
one  of  those  cities  that  is  bound  to  make  itself  known.  Everything  in  Paterson  is 
grandiose,  and  there  is,  in  fact,  nothing  small  about  the  place.  Its  legislators,  its 
aldermen,  its  manufacturers — they  are  all  great.  As  I  said  before,  she  is  very  mod- 
est and  does  not  like  to  say  much  about  home  matters,  and  yet  New  York  has 
shown  great  jealousy  towards  Paterson.  We  cannot  have  a  case  of  stomach-ache  with 
a  child  without  its  being  reported  in  the  New  York  papers  as  a  scourge  of  cholera. 
A  man  can't  sneeze  there  without  its  being  reported  in  the  New  York  papers  as  a 
flood.  [Laughter.]  There  are  many  other  things  that  are  done  in  Paterson  that 
are  magnified,  and  why?  Because  New  York  is  jealous  of  Paterson;  no  doubt 
about  it ;  and  I  expect  to  see  the  day,  and  that  not  far  distant,  when  even  the  ship- 
ping of  New  York  will  be  transferred  to  Paterson.  [Laughter.]  Why?  Because 
we  are  now  trying  to  pass  through  Congress  a  Bill  for  the  purpose  of  making  the 
Passaic  navigable,  and  when  that  is  done  there  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind,  gentlemen, 
that  all  the  shipping  that  now  goes  to  Brooklyn  and  New  York  will  have  its  centre 
in  Paterson.  What  more  -can  I  say  about  Paterson  ?  I  leave  the  subject  to  you. 
It  is  too  large  entirely  for  my  intellect.  [Applause.] 

To  the  last  regular  toast,  "The  Ladies  our  Best  Friends,"  Mr.  Otterbourg, 
being  unexpectedly  called  upon,  responded  with  an  informal  speech. 

The  proceedings  were  further  enlivened  by  orchestral  music,  and  by  the  singing  of 
the  Brothers  Stein. 


Louis  Belcher,  Printer,  187  Cherry  Street,  N.  Y. 
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ece^etai^y's  Report. 


In  conformity  with  the  by-laws  of  the  Association,  the  Secretary  has 
the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report,  prepared  under  direction  of  the. 
Board  of  Government,  and  presenting  a  review  for  the  past  twelve  months 
and  to  June  30,  1884,  of  silk  manufacturing  interests  and  the  transactions 
a^f  the  Silk  Association  of  America. 

The  new  tariff,  taking  effect  July  i,  1883,  reducing  the  general  rate  of 
duty  on  silk  goods,  from  60  to  50  per  cent.,  contributed  materially  dur- 
ing the  past  year  to  the  facilities  for  importing  European  silk  manufac- 
tures on  a  falling  market.  Its  direct  effect  has  been  seen  in  a  few 
instances,  in  an  increased  importation  of  certain  classes  of  goods  which 
in  previous  years  were  less  freely  suppHed  from  abroad.  During  the  win- 
ter of  1883-4,  a  tariff  agitation  in  Congress  added  to  the  growing  depres- 
sion of  the  dry-goods  trade,  although  silks  were  not  included  in  the 
sweeping  provisions  for  a  horizontal  reduction  of  duties  proposed  by  the 
Morrison  bill.  Uncertainty  as  to  the  decisions  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  interpreting  obscure  clauses  in  the  tariff  act,  had  for  a  long 
time  a  depressing  effect  upon  the  entire  trade  in  ribbons  and  other  goods 
used  in  part  for  hat  trimmings.  In  these  matters  and  on  various  other 
points  in  the  interpretation  of  the  tariff,  there  were  many  open  questions 
indicated  by  thousands  of  invoices  of  imported  goods  entered  under  pro- 
test against  the  rates  of  duty  paid.    Doubts  thus  raised  gave  further 
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occasion  to  buyers  for  hesitating  about  purchases.  In  view  of  the  large 
amounts  involved,  the  eventual  adjudication  of  these  questions  when 
brought  to  trial  in  the  courts,  is  a  matter  for  serious  concern.  Under  the 
new  tariff,  also,  the  practice  of  undervaluation  in  invoices  proves,  at  least 
as  great  as,  if  not  greater  than  before ;  thus  adding  to  the  evidence  that  a 
lowering  of  rates  of  duty  serves  little  in  preventing  frauds  on  the  revenue. 
A  strike  of  the  ribbon  weavers  checked  production  in  that  branch  of  man- 
ufacture during  the  winter  months.  Later  in  the  present  year,  the  pause 
in  trade  which  usually  precedes  a  presidential  election,  began  to  be  man- 
ifest. Adding  to  these  circumstances  the  general  depression  of  the 
silk  business,  felt  alike  in  Europe  and  America,  and  due  to  influences 
beyond  the  control  of  individual  manufacturers,  it  does  not  seem  strange 
that  the  past  year  has  not  been  one  of  prosperity  to  our  industry. 

In  comparing  the  importation  of  silk  goods  in  successive  periods,  we 
have  to  use  the  invoice  values.  Manifestly,  when  the  prices  of  goods 
have  fallen,  as  in  the  present  instance,  a  given  amount  of  importation  es- 
timated by  dollars  value  represents  a  larger  proportional  amount  of  goods 
measured  by  yards  or  weight.  It  follows  that  if  the  importations  for  the 
fiscal  year,  1883-4,  had  in  dollars'  value  barely  equalled  those  of  the 
previous  year,  they  would  in  quantity  have  much  exceeded  them.  In 
fact,  however,  the  imports  of  1883-4  were  somewhat  greater  than  those 
which  immediately  preceded  them,  in  recorded  values.  They  were  in- 
deed larger  than  in  any  previous  fiscal  year  except  188 1-2,  and  even  that 
they  approached  within  four  per  cent.  If  a  fair  allowance  be  made  for  the 
decline  of  values,  it  appears  plain  that  the  first  year  under  the  new  tariff 
shows  a  greater  importation  of  silk  goods  than  has  been  hitherto  known. 

A  large  importation  of  velvets  was  noted  in  the  last  annual  report. 
The  increased  ratio  has  continued  during  the  past  year,  and  the  annual 
amount  is  now  twice  that  of  two  years  ago.  This  results  in  ranking  vel- 
vets as  the  third  item  of  amount  in  silk  goods'  imports.  In  the  following 
table  the  importation  of  the  various  classes  of  goods  is  shown  for  two  suc- 
cessive years  by  differences  and  percentages  ;  further  details,  showing  en- 
tire amounts,  are  given  in  the  tables  at  the  end  of  this  report. 
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COMPARATIVE  TABLE. 
IMPORTS  OF  SILK  MANUFACTURES  AT  NEW  YORK. 


A'DT'TPT  TTQ 
All  X  iUl^Jli  O . 

Per  cent  of  each 
kind. 

Increase  of  1883-4, 
over  1SS2-3. 

Decrease  of  1883-4, 
over  1882-3. 

1883-4. 

1882-3. 

Amount. 

Per  cent. 

Amount. 

Per  cent. 

Silk  piece-goods  • 

54 
1 
1 

55 

$  153,297 

1 

«5      fi4  lift 

59 

1 

6  394 
6,271 

I 

20 

4 
8 
8 
6 

3 
6 
7 
9 

384,921 
891,395 
389,237 

5G,384 
319,220 

44 
46 
17 

999,618 

32 

2 

1 

96 

4-8  ^C^0 

TrOjOOU 

69 

G0,957 
19,901 
38,500 
247,276 
90,015 

102 

6 
25 
23 
99 

1 
1 
4 
1 

9 

1 
1 

3 

Threads  aud  yarns... 
Braids  and  bindings. 

Silk  and  cotton  

13 

1,278,893 

29 

2,969 

Total 

10o|  100 

72,526 

The  price  of  raw  silk  has  ruled  low  during  the  past  year  and  the  fluctu- 
ations were  not  very  great.  Toward  the  summer  of  1883  an  advance  of 
about  25  cts.per  lb.  took  place  ;  this  was  wholly  lost  in  the  following  au- 
tumn. A  similar  rise  took  place  in  the  early  spring  of  the  present  year, 
but  was  of  briefer  continuance,  and  the  summer  market  showed  a  declin- 
ing tendency.  The  variations  in  price  were  less  marked  in  Kakedas  than 
in  Tsatlees  and  Canton  silks. 

The  amount  of  raw  silk  imported  was  less  in  the  past  than  the  previous 
year,  by  3  per  cent,  of  the  number  of  bales,  and  6  per  cent  of  the  value. 
The  proportion  of  European  raw  silk  continues  to  grow  larger,  the  num- 
ber of  bales  increasing  for  the  year  2 1  per  cent,  and  the  value  1 1  per 
cent.  In  raw  silk  from  Japan  there  was  little  difference  from  the  previ- 
ous year.  The  imports  from  Hong  Kong  were  considerably  increased, 
while  those  from  Shanghai  were  largely  diminished.  If  estimated  by 
values,  only  one-fourth  of  last  year's  imports  of  raw  silk  came  from  China ; 
but,  being  of  lower  price  than  Japan  or  European,  the  quantity  of  Chinese 
silk  exceeded  one-third  of  the  whole.  The  following  table  gives  further 
details  : 
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IMPORTS  OF  RAW  SILK. 

TABLE  OF  DIFFERENCES  IN  FISCAL  YEARS. 


Items  of  Compakison. 


Imports,  year  1881 
Propoi  tion  of  each  source  of  supply  for 

the  year  1881-2;  Per  ct  

Imports,  year  1882-3  

Proportion  of  each  source  of  supply  for 

the  year  1882-3 ;  Per  ct  

Imports,  year  1883-4:  

Proportion  of  each  source  of  supply  for 

the  year  1883-4;  Per  ct  

Difference  between  '81-82   and  '82-83 

Amt.  of  Increase  . 
Difference  between 

Per  ct.  of  Increase 
Difference  between 

Amt.  of  Decrease 
Difference  between  '81-82  and  '82-83 

Per  ct.  of  Decrease 
Difference  between 

Amt.  of  Increase  . 
Difference  between 

Per  ct.  of  Increase  

Difference   between   '82-83  and  '83-84 

Amt.  of  Decrease  

Difference   between  '82-83  and  '83-84 

Per  ct.  of  Decrease  

Total  difference  in  the  above  two  years 

Amt.  of  Increase  

Total  difference  in  the  above  two  years 

Per  ct.  of  Increase  

Total  difference  in  the  above  two  years 

Amt.  of  Decrease  

Total  difference  in  the  above  two  years 

Per  ct.  of  Decrease  


81-82  and  '82- 
'81-82  and  '82-83 


'82-83  and  '83-84 


'82-83  and 


3-84 


Imports,  year  1881-2 
Proportion  of  each  source  of  supply  for 

tlie  year  1881-2 ;  Per  ct  

Imports,  year  1882-3   

Proportion  of  each  source  of  supply  for 

the  year  1882-3;  Per  ct  

Imports,  year  1883-4   

Proportion  of  each  source  of  supply  for 

the  year  1883-4;  Per  ct  

Difference  between  '81-82  and  '82-83 

Amt.  of  Increase  

Difference  between   '81-82   and  '82-83 

Per  ct.  of  Increase 
Difference  between 

Amt.  of  Decrease  .... 
Difference   between  '81-82  and 

Per  ct.  of  Decrease 
Difference  between 

Amt.  of  Increase 
Difference  between 

Per  ct.  of  Increase 
Difference  between 

Amt.  of  Decrease 
Difference  between 

Per  ct.  of  Deci-ease  

Total  difference  in  the  above  two  years 

Amt.  of  Increase  

Total  difference  in  the  above  two  years 

Per  ct.  of  Increase  

Total  difference  in  the  above  two  years 

Amt.  of  Decrease  

Total  difference  in  the  above  two  years 

Per  ct.  of  Decrease  


81-82  and-  '82-83 
'82-83 
82-83  *and  '83-84 


'82-83  and  '83-84 
'82-83  'and  "'83-84 


'82-83   and  '83-84 


Strictly  Europ'n 

Reship'd  Asiatic 

From  Japan. 

Bales 

Value. 

Bales 

Value. 

Bales 

Value. 

2,232 

$2,840,369 

770 

$  385,533 

6,586 

$4,348,226 

10 

21 

4 

3 

30 

33 

3,131 

$3,716,609 

241 

$  145,267 

10,152 

$6,379,115 

13 

26 

1 

1 

43 

43 

3,803 

$4,119,50.5 

327 

$  177,323 

10,097 

$6,122,980 

17 

30 

1 

1 

44 

44 

899 

$  876,240 

3,566 

$2,030,889 

40 

31 

54 

47 

529 

$  240,266 

69 

63 

672 

$  402,896 

86 

$  32,056 

21 

11 

35 

22 

55 

$  256,135 

0 

4 

1,571 

$1,279,136 

3,511 

$1,774,754 

70 

46 

53 

41 

443 

$  208,210 

58 

54 

Fr.  Hong  Kong. 

From  Shanghai. 

Totals. 

Baleib 

Value. 

Bales 

Value. 

Bales 

Value. 

4,637 

$1,833,590 

7,457 

$3,770,180 

21,682 

$13,177,198 

21 

4,772 

14 

$1,678,270 

35 

5,631 

29 

$2,768,323 

100 

23,927 

100 

$14,687,584 

19 

.5,382 

11 

$1,818,319 

24 

3,458 

19 

$1,616,034 

100 

23,067 

100 

$13,854,161 

23 

13 

15 

12 

100 

100 

1.35 

2,245 

$  1,510,386 

3 

$  155,320 
8 

1,826 
25 

$1,001,857 
43 

10 

11 

610 

$  140,049 

13 

9 

2,173 

$1,152,289 

860 

$  833,423 

39 

40 

3 

6 

745 

1,385 

$  676,963 

16 

$  15,271 
1 

3,999 
54 

$2,154,146 
57 

6 
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The  trade  in  sewing-silk  and  twist  was  the  last  to  suffer  from  the  gen- 
eral falling  off  of  demand.  Having  largely  freed  itself  from  foreign  com- 
petition, it  is  less  affected  than  other  branches  of  the  industry  by  tariff 
changes  and  increased  imports.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  sales 
were  fully  of  the  average  amount ;  and  prices  were  fairly  maintained,  the 
home  competition  for  which  the  trade  is  noted  not  being  quite  so  severe 
as  in  former  years.  The  low  price  of  raw  silk  in  recent  years  has  greatly 
helped  this  branch  of  manufacture,  while  improved  methods  have  cheap- 
ened the  cost  of  production.  More  of  Japan  and  less  of  Canton  raw  silk 
was  consumed ;  the  Japanese  silk  giving  better  satisfaction  than  hitherto, 
and  the  quality  of  goods  produced  being  fully  up  to  the  standard,  and 
perhaps  superior  to  that  of  previous  years. 

In  thrown  silks  a  fairly  active  demand  continued  during  the  winter 
months  and  part  of  the  spring ;  after  that,  business  fell  off  rapidly ;  the 
cessation  being  attributed  mainly  to  the  effect  of  tariff  changes  and  the 
lack  of  confidence  thereby  caused  in  the  market  for  manufactured  goods. 
A  shght  advance  in  the  prices  of  thrown  silks,  corresponding  to  about  half 
of  a  rise  at  that  time  in  raw  silk,  took  place  at  the  end  of  spring  and  early 
in  the  present  summer.  The  demand  that  followed  was  very  light,  the 
call  for  thrown  silks  to  make  articles  which  consume  silk  in  greatest  quan- 
tity, being  especially  meager.  Recent  improvements  in  the  method  of 
silk  winding  have  had  a  noticeable  effect  upon  the  business  of  thrown 
silks,  by  enabling  the  manufacturer  to  work  up  his  stock  in  small  quanti- 
ties and  with  less  labor  in  selecting  different  sizes.  A  great  deal  of  trade 
has  thereby  been  taken  out  of  the  reach  of  throwsters  and  dealers  in 
thrown  silks.  On  the  remaining  trade  the  margin  of  profit  has  been  re- 
duced by  competition  and  diminished  consumption  in  woven  goods. 

During  the  whole  past  year  the  manufacture  of  ribbons  has  been  pro- 
ductive of  little  profit.  Uncertainty  as  to  the  interpretation  of  the  tariff 
on  silk  ribbons  and  the  prospect  of  large  importations  combined  to  de- 
press a  market  already  at  a  low  ebb  both  as  to  prices  and  demand.  Vel- 
vet ribbons  were  sold  in  the  early  part  of  the  season,  and  there  was  a 
brief  demand  for  ottomans,  but  after  that,  only  satin  gros-grains  were 
salable.  The  year  has  been  exceptional  in  the  entire  absence  of  a  de- 
mand for  novelties,  and  very  few  fancy  ribbons  met  with  favor. 

A  strike  of  the  ribbon  weavers  took  place  in  the  fall  and  winter  of 
1883-4.    It  began  in  a  few  mills  in  October,  but  did  not  become  general 
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till  about  the  middle  of  January.  During  ten  weeks,  until  the  end  of 
March,  the  manufacture  in  New  York  and  New  Jersey  was  wholly  sus- 
pended. It  is  estimated  that  the  stoppage  diminished  the  productions 
of  ribbons  to  the  extent  of  at  least  ^600,000.  In  other  conditions  of  the 
trade,  the  stoppage  might  have  been  of  greater  use  in  checking  over-pro- 
duction. In  this  instance  that  benefit  was  not  plainly  apparent,  as  the 
market  for  goods  broke  to  even  a  lower  point  in  prices  while  the  strike 
was  in  progress ;  yet  doubtless  if  there  had  been  no  strike,  the  decline 
would  have  been  more  rapid.  Before  the  suspension  of  work,  the  de- 
mand for  ribbons  was  light,  manufacturers  were  not  taking  chances,  nearly 
all  orders  were  filled,  and  the  stock  of  really  salable  goods  was  not  heavy. 
The  continuous  fall  of  prices  throughout  the  year  was  noticeable ;  the  de- 
cline in  value  as  to  staple  goods  was  at  least  10  to  15  per  cent.  It  can- 
not be  questioned  that  the  weakness  of  the  market  has  been  largely 
caused  by  the  cheapness  of  foreign  goods.  Tlie  importation  of  chappe- 
filled  ribbons  was  larger  than  usual,  and  they  took  the  place  of  domestic 
goods  in  many  instances,  especially  during  the  strike,  when  orders  could 
not  be  filled  by  our  manufacturers.  The  lateness  of  the  spring  in  the 
present  year  seemed  further  to  affect  the  trade,  and  the  prospect  of  fall 
orders  was  unsatisfactory. 

Next  to  the  manufacture  of  ribbons,  that  of  broad  goods  has  suffered 
most  keenly  from  the  prevailing  depression  in  the  dry-goods  trade,  and 
the  large  amount  of  foreign  importations.  For  fancy  dress  goods  there 
has  been  less  than  the  usual  demand,  and  plain  goods  have  been  sala- 
ble only  at  prices  reduced  by  10  to  15  per  cent.  Notwithstanding  the 
lowering  of  prices,  the  fabrics  offered  for  sale  at  the  present  time  are  fully 
as  good  as,  and  in  some  instances  better  than  those  produced  in  previous 
years.  A  much  smaller  variety  than  usual  of  articles  and  styles  has  been 
presented,  the  market  offering  no  temptation  to  enterprise  in  novelties.  The 
tendency  has  been  toward  productions  of  medium  grade  but  good  material, 
with  little  encouragement  for  the  more  ornate  productions  of  the  loom. 

In  all  other  branches  of  silk  manufacture  there  has  been  no  noticeable 
feature  except  the  general  one  of  declining  prices  and  slow  sales.  In  silk 
laces  a  considerable  demand  for  mitts  continued  during  some  months  of 
the  past  year,  but  the  trade  in  these  articles  shows  signs  of  having  passed 
its  maximum,  and  in  all  other  lace  goods  has  been  abnormally  dull.  The 
changes  of  fashion  have  not  in  general  been  favorable  to  the  produc- 
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tion  of  small  goods,  trimmings  and  passementerie.  The  manufacture  of 
upholstery  goods  and  of  hosiery  is  slowly  but  steadily  increasing.  Mix- 
tures of  silk  and  cotton  are  more  extensively  attempted  than  formerly, 
and  some  velvets  and  plushes  are  produced. 

Throughout  the  silk  business  the  margins  of  profit  have  been  narrowed, 
and  the  few  successes  that  have  been  attained  were  due  more  to  judicious 
measures  of  economy  in  manufacture  than  to  the  chances  of  fortune  or 
the  freaks  of  fashion.  Three  or  four  failures  among  manufacturers  took 
place  in  the  fall  of  1883,  with  no  marked  effect  on  general  trade. 

Since  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report,  the  Association  has  lost  by 
death  the  following  members  :  Joseph  Lyman,  Sept.  6,  1883  ;  Lewis  D. 
Brown,  November  21,  1883  ;  Wm.  H.  Fogg,  March  24,  1884;  Geo.  H. 
Burritt,  May  15,  1884. 

Mr.  Brown  was  one  of  the  pioneers  in  the  silk  industry,  and  a  resident 
of  Mansfield,  Conn.,  in  the  early  part  of  the  century,  when  that  town  was 
the  chief  centre  of  the  business.  He  was  also  connected  by  marriage 
with  a  family  interested  in  the  same  pursuit.  In  1850,  Mr.  Brown  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  sewing-silk  at  Gurleyville,  in  1865  at  Atwood- 
ville,  and  in  1871  at  Middletown,  Conn. 

Mr.  Fogg  and  Mr.  Burritt  were  respectively  the  President  and  Treas- 
urer of  the  China  and  Japan  Trading  Company.  Mr.  Fogg  was  an  emi- 
nent citizen  of  New  York,  bore  a  distinguished  part  in  all  matters  affecting 
its  commercial  interests,  and  was  connected  with  many  of  its  financial 
and  charitable  institutions.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Union 
League  Club,  and  among  the  earliest  to  render  substantial  aid  to  the 
Government  in  suppressing  the  Rebellion.  For  twenty-five  years  he  was 
prominently  identified  with  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  during  the 
last  years  of  his  life  was  one  of  its  vice-presidents.  Mr.  Burritt  took  a 
deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  American  Silk  industry,  and  was  per- 
sonally well  known  to  most  of  our  manufacturers.  He  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Board  of  Government  of  the  Silk  Association  of  America, 
and  on  the  day  of  liis  death  was  re-elected  to  that  office. 

These  losses  of  liberal  minded  supporters  of  the  industry  are  keenly  felt. 

The  foregoing  report  was  read,  accepted  and  ordered  to  be  printed 
at  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Government  held  at  the  office  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, 446  Broome  Street,  New  York,  December  3,  1884. 

WM.  C.  WYCKOFF,  Secretary. 


ANNUAL  DINNER. 


MAY  15,  1884. 

The  twelfth  annual  dinner  of  the  Silk  Association  of  America  was  given 
at  Delmonico's,  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  on  the  evening  of  Thursday, 
May  15, 1884. 

The  members  of  the  Association  and  their  friends  who  were  present 
made  a  total  of  130  persons.  The  following  gentlemen  were  guests  of  the 
Association :  the  Hon.  Nelson  A.  Aldrich,  of  Rhode  Island,  U.  S.  Sena- 
tor ;  the  Hon.  Wm.  A.  Russell,  of  Massachusetts  ;  the  Hon.  John  Hill,  of 
New  Jersey,  and  the  Hon.  John  R.  Buck  of  Connecticut,  U.  S.  Congress- 
men ;  the  Hon.  Wm.  H.  Robertson,  the  Collector  of  the  Port  of  New 
York ;  Mr.  George  Wurtz  of  the  Patetson  Press,  Mr.  Hubbard  of  the 
Hartford  Courant,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Magie  of  Paterson,  N.J.  The  Pres- 
ident of  the  Association,  Mr.  Frank  W.  Cheney,  presided. 

The  toasts  were  as  follows  :  "The  President  of  the  United  States;" 
"The  Congress  of  the  United  States,"  responded  to  by  Sen.  Nelson  A. 
Aldrich  and  the  Hon.  John  R.  Buck ;  "The  Land  we  live  in  and  its  In- 
dustries," responded  to  by  the  Hon.  Wm.  A.  Russell ;  "The  State  and 
Legislature  of  New  Jersey,"  responded  to  by  Mr.  George  Wurtz ;  "The 
American  System,  Home  Markets  for  Home  Industry,"  responded  to  by 
the  Hon.  John  Hill ;  "  The  Red  Sun  of  Japan — may  it  shine  as  long  as 
the  Star  Spangled  Banner  waves,"  responded  to  in  the  Japanese  language 
by  Mr.  S.  K.  Takahashi,  consul  of  Japan  at  New  York ;  "The  Silk  Associa- 
tion of  America  and  Sister  Societies,"  responded  to  by  Mr.  William 
Strange;  '^The  Benefits  of  Protection  to  the  People,"  responded  to  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Magie  ;  "The  Public  Service  and  the  Silk  Industry,"  responded 
to  by  the  Hon.Wm.  H.  Robertson  ;  "The  Ladies,  our  Best  Friends,"  res- 
ponded to  by  Mr.  B.  Loth. 

The  proceedings  were  enlivened  by  orchestral  music,  and  by  the  sing- 
ing of  the  Brothers  Stein  and  others. 
(16) 


Statistics. 


A  brief  explanation  of  the  following  statistics  may  contribute  to  tlieii 
usefulness.  There  are  complete  tables  of  the  imports  of  raw  silk,  waste 
silk  and  pierced  cocoons  at  the  ports  of  New  York  and  San  Francisco  : 
the  quantity  that  arrives  elsewhere  in  the  United  States  is  inconsiderable. 
The  number  of  bales  or  packages  as  stated  in  the  tables  is  accurate  ;  their 
valuation,  as  furnished  by  Custom  House  returns,  is  probably  only  approx- 
imate. The  tables  indicate  the  proportion  of  the  supply  derived  from 
different  sources. 

The  tables  of  imports  of  silk  manufactures  at  the  Port  of  New  York 
show  a  total,  differing  little  from  the  preceding  fiscal  year,  and  include 
goods  withheld  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  for  the  operation  of  the  new 
tariff. 

In  drawing  deductions  from  the  figures  of  these  tables,  two  things 
should  be  considered  :  first,  the  values  assigned  are  those  of  the  invoices, 
and  are  made  as  low  by  the  importer  as  the  Custom  House  authorities 
will  permit ;  it  is  known,  in  fact,  that  the  goods  are  largely  undervalued. 
The  official  reports  of  investigating  commissions  appointed  by  the  U.  S. 
Government  have  estimated  the  undervaluation  as  on  the  average  not  less 
than  25  per  cent.  Second,  the  duty  paid  on  the  goods,  and  the  import- 
ers' profits,  should  be  added  to  the  invoices,  in  any  calculation  of  the 
value  of  these  imports  in  United  States  markets.  Of  all  the  silk  goods 
brought  into  this  country,  94  to  95  per  cent  come  to  the  port  of  New 
York. 

2  (17) 
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The  tables  of  imports  of  both  raw  silk  and  manufactures  give  the  de- 
tails by  fiscal  as  well  as  by  calendar  years. 

A  table  is  furnished  estimating  the  value  of  silk  goods  manufactured  in 
the  United  States  in  1883.  These  figures  cannot  be  directly  compared 
with  those  of  imported  goods,  for  reasons  already  stated.  It  may  be  as- 
sumed, however,  that  our  factories  contributed  more  than  a  third  in  value 
of  the  silk  goods  used  in  the  country. 

The  table  of  the  United  States  imports  entered  for  home  consumption 
shows  distinctly  the  sources  of  the  public  revenue  from  Customs  duties. 
Silk  goods  stand  high  in  the  list  of  articles  contributing  to  that  revenue, 
and  the  greater  part  of  it  is  derived  from  a  few  sources. 


Silk  Manufacture 

IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
PRODUCTION  OF  FINISHED  GOODS, 

In  the  Calendar  Tear  ending  December  31,  1883. 
 ^==^^^5^==^  

Sewing-silk,  Machine  twist,  etc.    .         ....  $io,050>6'88. 

Dress  and  Piece  goods             .....  6,795,363 

Tie  silks  and  millinery  goods          .....  i, 147,880' 

Handkerchiefs         ........  5,046,067 

Ribbons    9,034,650' 

Laces    651,805 

Braids  and  Bindings             ......  1,166,515 

Trimmings,  etc   5,392,134 

Mixed  goods  and  Silk  values  therein      ....  1,374,862 

Total  $40,659,964 

RECAPITULATION. 

Sewings,  Twist,  Floss  silk,  etc   $10,050,688 

Broad  Goods   7,943,243 

Handkerchiefs,  Ribbons  and  Laces     ....  14,732,522 

Trimmings  and  small  goods    6,558,649 

Mixed  goods  and  Silk  values  therein  ....  1,374,862 

Total  $40,659,964 
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eci^tary's  Repof^t. 


In  conformity  with  the  by-laws  of  the  Association,  the  Secretary  has  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  report,  prepared  under  direction  of  the 
Board  of  Government,  and  presenting  a  review  for  the  past  two  years  and 
to  June  30,  1886,  of  silk  manufacturing  interests  and  the  transactions  of 
the  Silk  Association  of  America. 

At  the  time  when  the  last  report  of  this  Association  was  in  preparation, 
the  lull  in  trade  which  usually  precedes  a  presidential  election  was  mani- 
fest throughout  the  country.  The  change  of  administration  which  fol- 
lowed brought  fresh  excuse  for  hesitation  in  business  ventures,  since  many 
persons  thought  it  possible  that  alterations  in  the  tariff  were  likely  to  en- 
sue with  a  new  party  in  power.  The  session  of  Congress  in  the  winter  of 
1884-5  was  not  fruitful  in  tariff  legislation,  and  the  only  useful  measure 
on  the  subject  was  brought  forward  too  late  for  passage.  This  was  Mr. 
Hewitt's  bill  for  the  rectification  of  obvious  blunders  in  the  present  tariff, 
and  to  secure  greater  efficiency  in  executing  the  customs  laws. 

The  same  bill,  brought  into  the  present  Congress,  has  shared  the  fate  of 
the  Morrison  tariff  bill  to  which  it  was  unwisely  appended.  This  is  unfor- 
tunate, since  the  measure  provided  for  restoring  the  hat-trimming  clause 
in  the  tariff  to  its  former  signification,  and  correcting  the  error  about  car- 
tons— matters  in  which  all  silk  manufacturers  are  deeply  interested. 

The  question  of  substituting  specific  for  ad  valorem  duties  on  silk  goods 
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has  received  renewed  attention  from  the  Association,  in  consequence  of 
inquiries  on  the  subject  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  A  schedule  of 
specific  duties  to  meet  these  inquiries  has  been  prepared  and  forwarded 
to  the  Treasury  Department.  More  recently  that  Department  has  rec- 
ommended to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  a  schedule  of  similar 
character,  but  with  rates  of  duty  lower  than  those  which  were  suggested 
by  this  Association  as  fair  equivalents  for  present  ad  valorem  rates. 

For  more  than  a  year  after  the  date  of  our  last  report,  silk  manufacture 
shared  with  all  other  dry  goods  interests  in  a  long  continued  period  of 
depression.  This  applied  to  every  branch  of  our  trade,  and  the  demand 
for  goods  being  light,  prices  were  gradually  forced  down  to  a  point  where 
the  margin  of  profit  was  scarcely  perceptible.  This  report  will  mainly 
consider  the  affairs  of  the  twelve  months  now  just  past,  in  which  there 
have  been  some  features  of  encouragement,  and  a  slight  reHef  from  the 
monotony  of  hard  times. 

In  the  year  ending  June  30,  1 884,  the  imports  of  manufactured  silk 
goods  had  reached  the  very  high  figures  of  ^34,000,000.  In  each  of  five 
previous  years  the  importation  had  exceeded  ^30,000,000.  Extreme  dul- 
ness  in  trade  brought  down  this  amount  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1885, 
to  $26,000,000.  For  the  present  year,  which  ended  June  30,  1886,  the 
figures  are  substantially  similar  to  those  of  the  previous  twelve  months. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  while  (as  will  hereinafter  be  shown)  our  domes- 
tic industry,  measured  by  the  volume  of  imports  of  the  raw  material,  has 
increased  about  40  per  cent,  the  importation  of  manufactured  goods  has 
remained  at  the  level  of  the  previous  year,  which  was  at  least  20  per  cent 
below  the  average  of  five  previous  years.  At  this  rate  of  progress  it  will 
not  be  long  before  our  annual  tables  will  show  a  total  importation  of  raw 
silk  apparently  equalling  in  amount  that  of  foreign  silk  fabrics.  This  may 
give  rise  to  misleading  inferences. 

The  two  sets  of  figures  are  not  directly  comparable.  The  "  value  "  of 
dutiable  imports  in  our  statistics  includes  neither  the  "  charges  "  of  the 
invoices  nor  the  duty  on  the  goods,  and  fails  to  take  account  of  under- 
valuation, for  all  of  which,  as  well  as  importers'  profits,  due  allowance 
must  be  made  in  considering  the  value  of  European  goods  in  our  market. 
Nevertheless,  it  seems  an  interesting  fact  that  (adding  the  imports  of 
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waste  silk,  etc.,  to  those  of  raw  silk)  we  have  at  present  an  annual  consump- 
tion of  $20,600,000  worth  of  raw  material,  against  an  importation  of 
$26,000,000  (invoice  value)  of  finished  foreign  goods. 

Examining  the  figures  more  closely,  it  is  seen  that  the  imports  of  piece- 
goods  have  fallen  off  in  the  last  year  about  8  per  cent,  while  laces  have 
increased  13  per  cent.  The  largest  addition  is  in  silk  and  cotton  mixt- 
ures;  about  22  per  cent.  Velvets,  ribbons,  and  other  articles  generally, 
show  little  change  from  last  year :  up  to  that  point  the  importation  of 
velvets  had  been  continually  increasing ;  possibly  it  has  now  reached  its 
highest  limit. 

The  table  herewith  presented  compares  imports  of  1883-4  with  those 
of  the  past  year ;  the  differences  being  far  greater  and  more  noteworthy 
than  between  1884-5  and  1885-6. 


IMPORTS  OF  SILK  MANUFACTURES  AT  NEW  YORK. 

FISCAL  YEAR   1883-4  COMPARED   WITH  1885-6. 


ARTICLES. 

Per  cent  of  each 
kind. 

In even se. 

Decrease. 

1885-6. 

1883-4. 

Amount. 

Per  cent. 

Amount. 

Per  cent. 

Silk-piece  goods 

41 

2 
2 

64 
] 
1 

17,000,759 

38 

$259,005 

149 

Crapes  

69,805 

15 

Poii;»ees  

57,707 
154,021 

234 
12 

Plushes  

6 

10 
5 
7 

4 

8 
8 
6 

Velvets  

83,674 
1,354,746 
306,287 

3 
62 
14 

Ribbons  

Laces  

Shawls  

42,936 

67 

2 

2 

149,119 

23 

Cravats  

11,920 
49,205 

55 
41 

Handkerchiefs  

1 
1 

Hose..  

1 
1 

4 
1 
9 

47,126 
34.593 
636,764 

15 
17 
48 

Braids  and  bindings. 
Silk  and  worsted 

3 
1 
IG 

176,999 
1,041,109 

98 
32 

Silk  and  cotton  

2.101 

52 

Total. 

100 

100 

$7,892,062 

23 
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The  increase  in  the  amount  of  raw  silk  imported  during  the  past  year 
(ending  June  30,  1886)  is  remarkable.  The  statistics  of  the  previous 
twelve  months  gave  no  indication  of  a  growth  of  the  industry.  In  fact, 
there  was  scarcely  any  difference  between  the  totals  of  importation  for  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1884,  and  those  of  June  30,  1885  ;  each  summing 
up  23,000  to  24,000  bales,  valued  at  nearly  ^14,000,000.  But  in  the 
twelve  months  now  just  elapsed,  the  imports  have  risen  to  33,000  bales, 
walued  at  nearly  ^20,000,000.  This  increase,  though  at  a  decidedly  greater 
.rate  in  the  last  six  months,  was  fairly  distributed  throughout  the  year. 
Measured  by  quantity,  /.  e.,  lbs.  avoirdupois,  the  advance  beyond  the  pre- 

>  ceding  year  is  38  per  cent ;  estimated  by  values,  it  is  41  per  cent. 

The  greatest  quantity  of  raw  silk,  ever  brought  to  this  country  by  one 
-vessel,  was  carried  by  the  steamer  "  Belgic,"  which  arrived  at  San  Fran- 
cisco February  10,  1886,  with  2,300  bales,  valued  at  ^1,400,000.  The 
limports  of  December  1885  and  January  1886,  each  about  5,000  bales, 

>  exceeded  any  previous  months  in  the  records  of  our  industry. 

Within  two  years  the  relative  proportions  of  raw  silk  received  from 
different  sources  have  somewhat  changed.  One-fourth  of  the  whole  sup- 
ply continues  to  be  of  European  production.  The  shipments  from  Japan 
-have  , increased  so  that  nearly  one-half  of  the  whole  value  of  raw  silk,  re- 
'Ceived  at  this  market,  now  comes  from  Yokohama.  China  furnishes  the 
^remaining  fourth  of  our  supply.  Imports  from  Hong  Kong  have  fallen 
*off  actually  as  well  as  relatively ;  scarcely  more  than  one-twelfth  of  all  our 
raw  silk  is  sent  from  that  quarter,  which  two  years  ago  supplied  a  sixth. 
From  Shanghai  the  increase  has  been  greater  than  from  any  other  source  ; 
it  has  doubled  since  1884,  and  its  ratio  to  the  whole  supply  has  risen  from 
a  seventh  to  nearly  a  fifth. 

To  save  detail  in  the  following  table,  since  the  imports  of  1884-5 
not  differ  largely  from  those  of  1883-4,  an  average  of  the  two  years  is 
used  as  a  basis  for  showing  the  increase  or  decrease  of  1885-6  from  each 
source  of  supply. 
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IMPORTS  OF  RAW  SILK. 

TABLE  OF  PERCENTAGES  IN  FISCAL  YEARS. 


PROPORTION  OF  EACH  KIND  IN  THE  YEAR  NAMED. 


Description  of  Silk. 

1885-6. 

1884-5. 

1883-4. 

Per  cent 

Per  cent 

Per  cent 

Per  cent 

Per  cent 

Per  cent 

of  lbs. 

of$. 

of  lbs. 

of 

of  lbs. 

of 

Strictly  European 

25 

25 

25 

28 

26 

30 

Reshipped  Asiatic 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

From  Japan    .  . 

43 

49 

43 

4fi 

41 

44 

From  Hong  Kong 

9 

7 

10 

8 

17 

13 

From  Shanghai  . 

21 

17 

21 

17 

15 

12 

Total 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

COMPARISON  BETWEEN  1885-6  AND  THE  AVERAGE  OF  THE  TWO  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


Description  of  Silk. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Per  cent 
of  lbs. 

Per  cent 
of  $. 

Per  cent 
of  lbs. 

Per  cent 
of  $. 

Strictly  European  .    .  . 

37 
42 

24 
53 

From  Hong  Kong  .    .  . 
From  Shanghai .... 

1 

4 

76 

70 

Total  .    .  . 

44 

^42 

14 
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Since  a  bale  of  raw  silk  from  Europe  may  weigh  twice  as  much  as  one 
from  Asia,  it  is  evident  that  comparisons  of  imports  by  number  of  bales 
from  all  ports,  are  likely  to  be  somewhat  misleading,  especially  while  the 
proportions  from  different  ports  are  changing.  Your  secretary  will  there- 
fore endeavor  to  give,  hereafter,  the  statistics  of  raw  silk  in  pounds  avoir- 
dupois, as  well  as  in  bales  and  dollars.  Hitherto,  waste  silk,  pierced  co- 
coons and  noils  have  been  thrown  together  in  one  table  ;  hereafter  they 
will  be  separated.  Statistics  will  also  be  given  covering  the  imports  at  all 
ports  of  the  United  States  instead  of  only  New  York  and  San  Francisco  ; 
the  chief  item  of  increase  thus  included  being  about  ^100,000  worth  of 
silk  noils  annually  coming  to  Philadelphia. 

There  were  no  features  of  interest  in  the  sewing-silk  and  twist  trade 
before  the  sudden  rise  in  raw  silk  took  place  last  fall.  Until  that  time, 
prices  had  been  gradually  falling  under  the  pressure  of  home  competition. 
An  effort  was  made  to  stop  the  decline  and  to  raise  the  selling  prices,  so 
as  partially  to  meet  the  increased  cost  of  raw  material.  A  measure  of  suc- 
cess attended  this  effort,  and  a  small  advance  in  prices  was  generally  se- 
cured for  a  short  period.  The  business  of  sewings  and  twist  has  been 
steadily  expanding  in  volume,  and  probably  exceeds  by  12  or  15  per  cent 
that  of  last  year. 

Gum  silks  had  been  sold  very  close  to  cost,  before  the  rise  in  raw  silks 
took  place ;  and,  after  that,  the  prices  could  not  be  brought  up  to  an 
equivalent  for  the  increased  cost  of  material.  In  the  fall  season,  how- 
ever, commission  throwsters  found  full  occupation  for  their  machinery, 
and  were  able  to  obtain  a  small  advance  in  prices.  Their  business  has 
continued  fairly  active,  though  at  narrow  margins,  up  to  the  present  time. 

During  the  earlier  months  of  the  year  just  past,  the  business  of  ribbon 
manufacture  was  exceedingly  dull,  and  prices  were  continually  cut  down 
by  close  competition.  A  demand  gradually  arose,  however,  for  ribbons 
with  picot  edges,  and  this  feature  of  the  trade  expanded  into  large  pro- 
portions. The  low  prices  fixed  in  the  early  part  of  the  season  were,  how- 
ever, still  ruling,  and,  with  a  very  active  business,  manufacturers  were  not 
able  to  reap  a  corresponding  profit.  Orders  were  largely  taken  for  the 
spring  trade  at  the  prices  of  last  fall. 

In  the  height  of  this  activity,  and  when  there  was  a  fair  prospect  for 
this  season's  trade,  the  trouble  with  the  laboring  classes  broke  out  and 
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disorganized  business,  even  in  cases  where  complete  strikes  were  not  at- 
tempted. 

When  the  labor  troubles  were  at  last  settled,  the  season  was  too  far 
advanced,  and  its  opportunity  was  lost.  Many  orders,  that  would  have 
been  taken  here,  went  abroad.  In  the  uncertainty  of  affairs,  our  manu- 
facturers were  unwilling  to  make  contracts  for  the  delivery  of  goods,  ex- 
cept with  a  clause,  "  orders  taken  subject  to  strikes."  This  naturally 
discouraged  purchasers.  It  is  believed  that  not  less  than  a  million  dol- 
lars' worth  of  orders  was  lost  in  consequence  of  these  difficulties,  the 
buyers  preferring  the  certainties  of  European  contracts,  and  losing  faith 
in  the  ability  of  our  manufacturers  to  supply  their  wants. 

Even  since  the  settlement  of  the  strikes,  labor  has  been  in  an  unquiet 
condition.  The  working-people  have  spent  their  evenings  in  meetings 
and  discussions  prolonged  to  late  hours,  and  in  consequence  have  been 
less  fit  for  work  in  the  daytime.  The  practical  result  to  the  manufacturer 
has  been  an  increased  cost  of  labor  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  pro- 
duction. 

The  chief  demand,  as  before  stated,  has  been  for  ribbons  with  fancy 
edges,  satin  gros-grains  thus  made  being  most  called  for :  in  fact,  the 
quantity  of  gros-grains  required  was  larger  than  has  been  the  case  in 
some  years.  Early  in  the  season,  there  was  an  active  demand  for  gauze 
ribbons,  but  this  was  very  brief.  The  widths  of  ribbons  most  called  for 
during  the  season  were  9's,  12's  and  i6's.  For  sashes  there  was  less  de- 
mand than  usual,  and  the  business  in  them  was  very  light. 

Owing  to  the  extreme  dulness  of  the  preceding  year,  the  prices  of  silk 
laces  went  down  to  a  lower  point  than  was  ever  before  reached.  Under- 
valuation as  well  as  domestic  competition  tended  to  this  result.  Mixed 
laces  of  silk  and  cotton  are  more  largely  worn  than  ever  before ;  but  the 
orders  for  them  are  given  abroad  and  their  production  in  this  country 
has  not  increased. 

For  lace  mitts  there  has  been  a  very  good  demand.  Those  of  Ameri- 
can make  have  been  the  favorites,  but  the  prices  are  very  low,  owing  to  a 
severe  home  competition.  Yak  laces  came  into  vogue  this  year,  and  for 
a  very  brief  period  there  was  an  active  demand  for  ''silk-and-yak"  laces — 
a  mixture  of  silk  and  wool.  But  the  fashion  dropped  off  quite  suddenly, 
and  manufacturers  have  since  sold  these  goods  at  25  cents  on  the  dollar. 


16 


THE  SILK  ASSOCIATION  OF  AMERICA. 


We  make  as  large  a  quantity  of  trimmings  in  this  country  as  anywhere 
else  in  the  world,  France  and  Germany  not  excepted.  The  workmanship 
and  taste  displayed  in  these  goods  have  given  them  high  repute ;  they  are 
considered  to  be  better  suited  to  our  market  than  the  foreign  articles. 
The  proportion  of  silk  in  these  trimmings  is  not,  however,  so  great  as 
formerly.  During  the  spring  and  fall  of  1885  the  favorite  fashion  for  silk 
trimmings  was  in  chenille.  Since  then,  worsted  and  bead  trimmings  have 
largely  taken  the  place  of  silk.  But  a  fair  business  has  been  done  at  low 
prices  in  ladies'  dress,  cloak  and  mantilla  trimmings,  and  also  in  furniture 
and  upholstery  trimmings  in  general. 

For  broad  silks  there  has  been  little  demand,  and  few  novelties  were 
attempted.  Low-priced  surahs  and  rhadames,  and  some  plain  colored 
silks  have  been  sold,  keeping  business  alive  at  prices  that  barely  covered 
the  cost  of  production.  Early  in  1886,  however,  a  prospect  of  more 
lively  trade  opened,  and  manufacturers  were  much  encouraged.  The 
labor  troubles  then  broke  out,  checked  the  demand  by  prostrating  busi- 
ness everywhere,  and  thus  prevented  the  sale  of  accumulated  stocks. 

In  broad  goods,  as  in  ribbons,  when  the  labor  troubles  were  quieted, 
the  opportunity  of  the  season's  business  had  passed  away. 

No  advance  in  the  price  of  fabrics  was  secured,  when,  in  the  fall,  the 
value  of  raw  silks  rose  during  a  short  period  of  speculation.  Manufactur- 
ers in  general  sold  their  goods  at  the  low  prices  previously  established. 
It  may  be  safely  asserted  that  the  rise  in  raw  silks  did  not  at  all  advance 
the  prices  of  broad  goods. 

During  the  dull  season  there  was  a  fair  trade  done  for  a  while  in  hand- 
kerchiefs ;  not  a  very  large  business,  but  good  by  comparison  with  other 
branches. 

A  moderate  supply  of  black  grenadines  has  been  sold  this  season  at 
satisfactory  prices. 

Plain  velvets  were  not  in  demand  at  all  last  season,  and  it  was  supposed 
that  the  market  was  overstocked.  Hence  many  of  the  European  firms 
stopped  production.  The  effect  has  been  shown  within  the  last  thirty  days 
by  an  advance,  estimated  at  7^  per  cent,  in  the  prices  of  plain  velvets. 

A  considerable  quantity  of  printed  goods  has  been  sold  this  season, 
but  the  variety  of  styles  required,  cutting  the  orders  into  small  lots,  has 
been  more  troublesome  than  usual. 
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In  general,  it  may  be  stated  that  tlie  demand  for  costly  silk  fabrics  has 
been  very  light,  and  business  has  been  done  chiefly  in  ch^eap  goods. 

Many  new  silk  mills  have  been  built,  and  the  facilities  of  manufacture 
are  largely  increased.  In  several  instances  the  policy  of  building  new 
mills  in  localities  far  removed  from  the  early  sites  of  manufacture  has 
been  adopted,  and  the  list  of  branch  establishments  in  neighboring  states 
has  been  considerably  extended. 


Since  the  date  of  our  last  report,  the  Association  has  been  called  upon 
to  mourn  the  loss  of  one  of  its  most  valued  members,  Mr.  A.  B.  Strange, 
who  was  an  active  vice-president  for  many  years,  and  retired  from  that 
office  only  on  account  of  faihng  health.  On  February  ii,  1886,  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Government,  the  following  resolutions  were 
adopted : 

Whereas,  our  late  friend  and  colleague  Mr.  Albert  B.  Strange  hath  in 
the  order  of  Divine  Providence  been  called  to  his  eternal  rest.  Be  it  re- 
solved 

That  the  members  of  the  Silk  Association  of  America  sincerely  sym- 
pathize with  the  family  of  our  departed  friend  in  their  great  bereavement : 
and  that  we  place  on  record  our  testimony  that  Albert  B.  Strange  was 
one  of  the  worthies  of  the  silk  trade  of  America — an  honorable  merchant, 
a  kind  man  and  a  true  friend. 

And  that  an  engrossed  copy  hereof  be  presented  to  his  son,  Mr. 
William  Strange,  the  representative  of  the  family. 


The  foregoing  report  was  read,  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed, 
at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Silk  Association  of  America,  held  at  its 
office.  No.  446  Broome  St.,  New  York,  July  2,  1886. 

Wm.  C.  Wyckoff, 

Secretary. 


Statistics. 


A  brief  explanation  of  the  following  statistics  may  contribute  to  their 
usefulness.  There  are  complete  tables  of  the  imports  of  raw  silk,  waste 
silk  and  pierced  cocoons  at  the  ports  of  New  York  and  San  Francisco  : 
the  quantity  that  arrives  elsewhere  in  the  United  States  is  inconsiderable. 
A  statement  is,  however,  presented,  showing  total  receipts  at  all  ports, 
and  giving  the  quantity,  in  pounds  avoirdupois,  of  each  kind  of  raw  ma- 
terial.   The  different  sources  of  supply  are  separately  exhibited. 

The  tables  of  imports  of  silk  manufactures  at  the  port  of  New  York 
are  based  upon  valuations  furnished  in  Custom  House  returns. 

In  drawing  deductions  from  the  figures  of  these  tables,  two  things 
should  be  considered  :  first,  the  values  assigned  are  those  of  the  invoices, 
(from  which  all  ''charges"  have  been  deducted)  and  are  made  as  low  by 
the  importer  as  the  Custom  House  authorities  will  permit ;  it  is  known  in 
fact,  that  the  goods  are  largely  undervalued.  The  official  reports  of  in- 
vestigating commissions  appointed  by  the  U.  S.  Government  have  esti- 
mated the  undervaluation  as  on  the  average  not  less  than  25  per  cent. 
Second,  the  duty  paid  on  the  goods,  as  well  as  invoice  charges  and  im- 
porters' profits,  should  be  added,  in  any  calculation  of  the  value  of  these 
imports  in  United  States  markets.  Of  all  the  silk  goods  brought  into 
this  country,  94  to  95  per  cent  come  to  the  port  of  New  York. 

The  tables  of  imports  of  both  raw  silk  and  manufactures  give  the  de- 
tails by  fiscal  as  well  as  by  calendar  years. 

Judging  from  the  amount  of  raw  silk  imported,  the  finished  goods 
made  from  it  in  the  United  States  exceed  in  value  ^50,000,000  per  year  ; 
and  although  for  reasons  already  alleged,  such  figures  cannot  be  directly 
compared  with  those  which  represent  the  importation  of  European  fab- 
rics, it  seems  clear  that  of  all  the  silk  goods  used  in  this  country,  one- 
half,  in  value,  is  now  contributed  by  our  factories. 

The  table  of  the  United  States  imports  entered  for  home  consumption 
shows  distinctly  the  sources  of  the  public  revenue  from  Customs  duties. 
Silk  goods  stand  high  in  the  list  of  articles  contributing  to  that  revenue, 
and  the  greater  part  of  it  is  derived  from  a  few  sources. 
(18) 
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